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From  the  Dean's  Office 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

Same-sex  marriage  is  an  issue  of  national  importance  for  those  in  the  legal  community 
and  our  society  at  large.  This  issue  has  been  national  headline  news  since  the  November  18, 
2003  decision  by  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holding  that  the  ban  on  same-sex 
marriage  was  unconstitutional  under  the  Massachusetts  Constitution.  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  has  a  faculty  member  with  a  special  interest  in  the  case  leading  to  that 
landmark  decision.  Professor  Jennifer  Levi  served  as  co-counsel  for  the  couples  seeking  a 
marriage  license  in  that  case.  Professor  Levi  is  among  the  many  faculty  members  at  our 
School  of  Law  who  bring  their  real  life  legal  experience  into  the  classroom.  As  this  legal 
issue  continues  to  unfold,  our  students  are  in  the  enviable  position  of  being  able  to  have 
discussions  with  one  of  the  major  participants  in  the  case. 


You  will  learn  more  about  Professor  Levi  and  her  role  in  this  landmark  case  later  in  this 
issue.  You  will  also  read  more  from  our  alumni,  who  give  their  valued  opinions  on  the 
implications  that  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court's  decision  could  have  on  their  areas  of  practice. 
1  am  continually  impressed  with  our  alumni  and  their  expertise.  It  must  be  attributed,  at  least 
in  part,  to  their  dedication  as  students  and  their  focus  on  the  fundamentals  in  our  Law 
School  curriculum. 


With  regard  to  students,  our  admission  efforts  continue  to  pay  wonderful  dividends.  While 
it  is  too  early  to  make  firm  projections  for  next  year's  class,  it  is  clear  that  we  will  exceed  the 
number  of  applicants  that  we  had  for  the  2003-04  academic  year.  The  help  we  receive  from 
our  alumni  across  the  country  continues  to  make  a  difference.  The  more  prospective  students 
who  visit  the  School  of  Law  or  who  speak  with  one  of  our  alumni,  the  more  highly  qualified 
are  the  students  we  matriculate. 


The  high  caliber  of  students  is  exemplified  by  the  success  our  students  have  had  competing 
against  their  peers  in  national  competitions.  Whether  it  is  the  Negotiation  Team  reaching 
the  National  Competition  five  years  in  a  row,  the  Tax  Team  competing  in  the  Nationals, 
or  the  First  Amendment  Team  winning  the  Nationals,  our  students  compete  with  the 
best  in  the  country  because  they  are  among  the  best  in  the  country. 

I  invite  you  to  continue  to  play  an  active  role  in  the  life  and  activities  of  the  School  of  Law. 
I  welcome  your  comments  and  ideas  and  enjoy  hearing  from  our  alums  who  so  ably 
represent  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


Sincerely, 

Arthur  R.  Gaudio 

Dean  and  Professor  of  Law 


Money  Conference 


College  Cosponsors  Money  Conference  for  Women 


by  Brenda  A.  Carton 


Western  New  England  College  recently  partnered  with 
the  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer's  office  in  hosting 
the  Money  Conference  for  Women.  The  two-part 
conference  was  held  at  the  Hynes  Center  in  Boston 
on  November  1,  2003,  and  at  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  on 
November  22,  2003.  Nearly  1,000  women  attended  the  conference  in 
Boston,  while  an  estimated  400  women  attended  the  conference  three 
weeks  later  on  our  Springfield  campus.  The  free  conference  focused  on 
money  management,  retirement,  tax  issues,  and  investment  strategies 
for  women  of  all  ages  and  economic  backgrounds.  Participants  also 
were  provided  with  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  a  financial  advisor. 

State  Treasurer  Timothy  P.  Cahill  found  Western  New  England 
College  an  ideal  partner  for  establishing  the  conference.  Cahill  stated, 
"The  assistance  of  the  staff  at  Western  New  England  College  made  a 
huge  difference  in  our  ability  to  host  a  Money  Conference  for  Women 

in  western  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing 2003."  Cahill  continued, 
"I  am  committed  to  hosting 
conferences  around  the  Com- 
monwealth and  we  hope  to 
return  to  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  in  the  future." 

Women  attended  workshops 
conducted  by  top  experts  in 


the  field  of  finance  across  the  state  including  Western  New  England 
College  professors  William  G.  Baker  and  William  D.  Metzger  from 
the  School  of  Law,  and  professors  May  H.  Lo  and  Sharon  K.  Lee  of 
the  School  of  Business. 

State  Treasurer  Cahill  said  it  is  important  that  all  women  become 
more  informed  about  how  to  secure  their  financial  fiiture  and  those 
who  presented  the  workshops  agree,  including  School  of  Law  alumnus 
Paul  Mancinone  '92  who  presented  the  tax  workshop.  "Western  New 
England  CoUege's  affiliation  with  State  Treasurer  Cahill  in  sponsoring 
the  Money  Conference  for  Women  exemplifies  the  College's  commit- 
ment to  the  people  of  Commonwealth.  I  felt  we  were  giving  back  to 
the  community  in  the  best  way  we  know  how,  by  educating  in  the  area 
of  financial  management  and  tax  strategies,"  Mancinone  said. 

"Giving  a  tax  workshop  presentation  on  behalf  of  the  State  Treasurer 
in  Boston  and  again  on  campus  was  exciting,  but  the  real  honor 
for  me  was  being  at  the  same  podium  as  the  Law  School  faculty,  par- 
ticularly Professors  Metzger  and  Baker.  As  a  law  student,  I  was  fasci- 
nated by  their  lectures,  and  a  decade  later,  here  I  am — lecturing  with 
them.  I  thought  of  my  Law  School  Class  of  '92  and  felt  that  my 
classmates  were  all  up  there  with  me.  It  felt  right." 

Keynote  speakers  at  the  event  were  Dee  Lee,  author  of  numerous 
books  including.  Women  and  Money,  and  School  of  Business 
Professor  at  Western  New  England  College  Dr.  Jeanie  M.  Forray.  ♦ 


Top  (l-r):  Paul  Mancinone  '92;  Prof.  Sharon  Lee,  School  of  Business;  Brenda  A.  Garten,  director  of  college  relations  and  community  outreach;  and  Professor  William  Metzger, 
School  of  Law.  Bottom  (l-r):  Western  New  England  College  Professor  of  Law  William  Baker  with  Massachusetts  State  Treasurer  Timothy  Cahill  at  the  Boston  Conference  held 
at  the  Hynes  Center. 
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by  Mary  Mazzaferro 
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Challenging 

A  Social  Institution 


Of  all  the  contracts  we  enter  into  as  individuals  in  modern  society,  none  has 
such  a  profound  effect  on  so  many  facets  of  our  lives  as  marriage.  From  our 
family's  access  to  healthcare  to  our  level  of  taxation,  our  marital  status  offers 
unique  obligations  and  special  protections  under  state  and  federal  law. 


Today,  we  are  challenged  to  define  marriage  in  the  context  of  an 
increasingly  diverse  society.  Perhaps  with  the  exception  of  the 
War  in  Iraq,  no  other  topic  polarized  American  public  opinion 
in  2003  more  than  same-sex  marriage.  And  as  the  2004  Presi- 
dential Election  heats  up,  the  constitutionality  of  same-sex 
marriage  is  fast  becoming  a  contentious  election  issue.  On 
whichever  side  of  the  aisle  your  personal  ideologies  sit,  how  we 
define  marriage  will  have  far-reaching  ramifications  across  a 
broad  spectrum  of  legal  practice. 


Professor  Jennifer  Levi  Co-counsels 
Historic  Massachusetts  Case 

On  November  18,  2003,  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  (SJC)  propelled  the 
same-sex  marriage  issue  into  the  national 
spotlight  with  an  historic  ruling.  In  the  4-3 
ruling,  the  Court  determined  that  it  was 
unconstitutional  for  the  Commonwealth  to 
deny  gays  and  lesbians  the  right  to  marry. 
The  court  gave  the  state  legislature  six 
months  to  draft  a  bill  to  support  its  decision. 


Attorney  Jennifer  Levi  was  a  central  figure  in  the  landmark  case 
of  Goodridge  et  al  v.  the  Department  oj  Public  Health.  A  new 
member  of  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
faculty,  Levi  served  as  co-counsel  for  the  seven  couples  who 
sued  the  State  last  March  for  denying  them  the  right  to  obtain 
marriage  licenses. 

Professor  Levi  has  spent  her  legal  career  defending  the  civil 
rights  and  civil  liberties  of  women,  children,  and  the  poor,  as 
well  as  gay,  lesbian,  and  transgender  clients.  She  has  taught  at 
Chicago-Kent  College  of  Law  and  worked  as 
an  associate  attorney  at  Chicago  firms.  Here 
in  Massachusetts,  Levi  held  a  clerkship  for 
the  Hon.  Michael  Boudin  at  the  U.S.  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  First  Circuit.  She  has  served 
as  senior  staff  attorney  for  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocate  Defenders  (GLAD),  and  lead  coun- 
sel in  the  case  Albano  et  al  v.  Reilly,  which 
challenged  the  anti-gay  marriage  ballot  initia- 
tive and  fought  for  the  right  to  benefits  of  a 
same-sex  partner  of  a  9/11  victim  in  a  pend- 
ing New  Hampshire  case. 


Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
Professor  Jennifer  Levi 
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"After  more  than  two  centuries 
of  American  jurisprudence  and 
millennia  of  human  experience,  a  few 

judges  and  local  authorities  are  presuming 

to  change  the  most  fundamental 
institution  of  civilization." 

President  George  W.  Bush, 
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Arthur  Gaudio,  Dean  of  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law,  believes  Levi  has  much  to  offer  our  students. 
He  says,  "Professor  Levi's  experiences  allow  her  to  blend  the 
theory  and  practice  of  law  to  present  a  great  teaching  per- 
spective for  her  students.  The  grounding  in  theory  allows 
them  to  understand  why  the  law  is  as  it  is;  the  practical  per- 
spective provides  them  with  an  opportunity  to  see  how  that 
theory  can  be  used." 

Goodridge  v.  the  Department  oj  Public  Health  is  a  civil  rights 
history  lesson  unfolding  before  our  students'  eyes  as  they 
watch  the  debate  over  which  branch  of  state  government  will 
have  the  final  decision  in  the  matter.  The  SJC  appeal  was 
decided  after  the  Massachusetts  legislature  failed  to  approve  a 
referendum  to  pass  a  constitutional  amendment  against  same- 
sex  marriage.  In  the  appeal,  Assistant  Attorney  General  Judith 
Yogman  argued  for  the  State  that  changes  to  marriage  laws 
should  be  made  by  the  legislature.  Levi  contends  that  the 
issue  is  a  civil  rights  matter,  which  should  be  determined  by 
the  courts. 

Following  the  November  18  ruling,  supporters  of  heterosexual 
marriage  rallied  to  renew  efforts  for  a  state  amendment.  Gov- 
ernor W.  Mill  Romney  proposed  the  Marriage  Affirmation  &r 
Protection  Amendment  to  the  state's  constitution  defining 
marriage  as  the  union  "between  one  man  and  one  woman." 

Even  with  an  amendment,  a  popular  vote  could  be  up  to  two 
years  away.  Says  Levi,  "The  process  to  amend  the  constitution 
is  quite  onerous.  There  is  pending  legislation  that  would  have 
to  go  through  two  successive  sessions  of  the  legislature  and 
get  approval  before  it  could  then  go  out  to  a  vote  to  the 
people.  And  that  couldn't  happen  until  November  2006  " 

Following  the  ruling,  the  SJC  was  asked  for  an  advisory 
opinion  as  to  whether  a  civil  union's  law  would  be  consistent 


with  the  Goodridge  ruling.  On  February  4,  2004,  the  justices 
determined  it  would  not;  ruling  only  full,  equal  marriage 
rights  for  gay  marriage  would  be  consistent  with 
its  decision. 

A  week  later  the  eyes  of  the  world  were  focused  on  Beacon  Hill 
as  the  legislature  convened  for  a  Constitutional  Convention. 
After  heated  debate,  the  legislature  adjourned  without  a  resolu- 
tion. On  March  11  the  legislature  met  again  and  voted  127-77 
in  favor  of  an  amendment.  On  March  29  the  legislature 
narrowly  approved  the  amendment,  voting  105-92  to  ban 
same-sex  marriage  and  establish  civil  unions. 

While  many  politicians,  including  Massachusetts  Senator  and 
Democratic  Presidential  Candidate  John  Kerry,  believe  civil 
union  is  an  effective  compromise,  same-sex  marriage  support- 
ers do  not  agree  with  its  separate,  but  unequal  status.  Civil 
unions  differ  from  marriage  in  three  distinct  ways  says  Levi, 
"Common  recognition,  portability,  and  exclusion  to  over 
1,000  federal  laws  that  extend  to  married  partners. " 


6  ♦ 


PERSPECTIVES 


Focus 


She  contends,  "Civil  unions  don't  have  the  same  history, 
integrity,  and  common  understanding  that  is  associated  with 
marriage.  Beyond  that,  there  are  specific,  tangible  ways  in 
which  they  differ  from  marriage.  First,  there  is  no  guarantee  of 
portability.  Although  it  is  true  that  if  you  are  in  a  civil  union 
in  Vermont,  you  are  assured  of  receiving  all  of  the  state's 
marital  protections,  those  assurances  dissolve  if  you  take  a 
vacation  or  move.  While  it  is  not  foreclosed  that  civil  unions 
will  be  treated  the  same  as  marriage  in  other  states,  initial 
cases  involving  questions  of  recognition  have  shown  other- 
wise. Close  to  40  states  statutorily  exclude  gay  and  lesbian 
couples  from  marrying.  I  fear  many  or  most  of  those  may  dis- 
regard peoples'  civil  union  status.  Moreover,  because  of  the 
so-called  federal  Defense  of  Marriage  Act,  we  know  that  peo- 
ple in  civil  unions  will  not  receive  the  federal  benefits, 
protections,  and  obligations  of  marriage." 

President  George  W.  Bush  is  among  the  strongest  opponents 
to  same-sex  marriage.  In  his  January  20,  2004,  State  of  the 
Union  address,  the  President  told  the  Nation,  "Activist  judges 


have  begun  to  define  marriage  by  court  order,  without  regard 
for  the  will  of  the  people  and  their  elected  representatives.  On 
an  issue  of  such  great  consequence,  the  people's  voice  must  be 
heard.  If  judges  insist  on  forcing  their  arbitrary  will  upon  the 
people,  the  only  alternative  left  would  be  the  constitutional 
process.  Our  nation  must  defend  the  sanctity  of  marriage."  On 
February  24,  the  President  announced  that  he  would  endorse 
a  Constitutional  amendment  to  restrict  marriage  to  two  peo- 
ple of  the  opposite  sex,  while  leaving  it  up  to  the  states  to 
allow  same-sex  civil  unions. 

Levi's  response  to  the  President  was  to  state,  "This  issue  is  one 
that  is  so  close  to  my  heart  that  all  it  makes  me  feel  is  pain  to 
think  that  someone,  much  less  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  would  stand  up  before  the  country  in  the  State  of  the 
Union  address  and  say  that  we  should  consider  a  Constitu- 
tional amendment  that  would  deny  protections  to  my  family. 
This  is  not  a  conceptual  issue.  This  is  not  a  theoretical  issue. 
The  plaintiff  couples  and  their  families  are  real  people  with 
real  needs.  I  want  to  say  to  President  Bush,  'Come  and  sit 
down  with  Heidi  and  Gina,  one  of  the  couples,  and  Avery  and 
Quinn,  their  children,  and  explain  to  them  why  they  are  not 
worthy  of  the  same  protections  that  extend  to  you,  Laura,  and 
your  daughters  Jenna  and  Barbara.'  To  me,  this  is  not  a  politi- 
cal issue.  It's  about  people.  How  do  I  explain  to  a  woman  who 
has  been  with  her  partner  for  25  years  why  she  has  no  right  to 
visit  her  partner  in  a  nursing  home  over  the  objection  of  'legal 
family'  It's  just  that  fundamental."  ♦ 
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"A  ci\il  union  is  a  tremendous  step 
forward,  hut  it's  not  equality,  i  would 

ask  anyone  who  is  in  a  marriage  if  they  would 
he  willing  to  swap  their  marriage  license  for  a 
ci\il  union  license." 

Jennifer  Levi, 

Western  New  England  College  Professor  oj  Law 
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Changes  to  marriage  laws  at  the  state,  but  not  the  federal,  level 
could  open  the  doors  to  a  myriad  of  legal  issues  only  yet  to  be 
imagined.  History  shows  us  bans  against  interracial  marriage 
took  over  20  years  to  change.  How  might  changes  at  the  state 
but  not  the  federal  level  impact  estate  planning,  immigration, 
and  access  to  medical  benefits?  ?CY%TpQci\\es  asked  alumni  prac- 
ticing in  these  areas  to  discuss  the  implications  of  same-sex  mar- 
riage in  Massachusetts  to  their  area  of  expertise. 

Estate  planning  expert  Hyman  Darling  '76,  an  attorney  with 
Bacon  &  Wilson  P.C.  in  Springfield  says,  "Currently,  if  a  same- 
sex  couple  owns  a  house  and  other  assets  together,  and  one 
partner  dies,  the  other  could  be  financially  devastated  by  the 
estate  taxes  if  the  assets  are  greater  than  the  threshold  for  either 
federal  or  Massachusetts  tax  purposes.  Also,  families  of  gay  cou- 
ples often  contest  wills  and  other  estate  planning  documents 
prepared  during  a  lifetime  when  the  partner  has  been  appointed 
to  be  in  charge.  However,  a  legal  marriage  would  create  a  differ- 
ent legal  relationship  which  affects  the  levels  of  heirship  and 
standing  so  that  the  partner  may  be  in  a  better  position  to  have 
the  authority  to  make  decisions." 

Estate  taxes  as  well  as  income  taxes  face  greater  challenges 
under  the  new  ruling.  Says  Attorney  Darling,  "People  may  choose 

to  leave  money  outright  to  their 
spouse.  There  would  need  to  be  an 
estate  and  gift  tax  clarification  to 
respond  to  the  current  laws  such 
that  the  government  may  wish  to 
have  verification  that  people  are  in 
a  legal  marriage."  The  concern 
says  Darling,  is  that  "Someone 
could  leave  significant  assets  to 
someone  else  and  shift  money 
without  taxation  as  there  is  no  gift 
tax  between  spouses." 

Darling  also  points  to  issues 
emerging  from  the  aging  heterosex- 
ual and  homosexual  populations. 
He  says,  "There  will  be  long-term 
care  issues  also  as  one  out  of  every 
four  people  in  the  United  States  is 
a  gray  person'  over  the  age  of  55.  People  will  need  to  decide  if 
they  really  want  to  get  married,  as  a  partner  will  be  responsible  for 
long-term  care  expenses  if  a  legal  partner  becomes  institutional- 
ized and  funds  need  to  be  spent  on  institutionalized  care  under  the 
current  laws." 

Also,  income  tax  issues  will  create  more  questions  than 
answers.  Says  Darling,  "Would  a  Massachusetts  couple  file  separate 
returns  for  the  federal  goverrunent,  but  not  for  the  state?  It's  going 
to  be  a  long  time  before  the  rules  and  regulations  are  clarified." 


Ann  Courtney  '89,  an  attorney  at  UnumProvident  Corporation 
and  a  commissioner  with  the  ABA  Commission  on  Women  in  the 
Profession,  specializes  in  disability  insurance  law.  While  same-sex 
marriage  would  not  impact  her  specialty  directly,  she  sees  extend- 
ing life,  health,  and  disability  insurance  benefits  to  same-sex 
spouses  as  a  positive  move. 

Ann  says,  "There  are  advantages  not  only  for  families,  but 
also  for  employers.  Companies  will  be  in  a  better  position  to  hire 
and  retain  good  employees.  For  the  insurance  providers,  extend- 
ing coverage  to  domestic  partners  and  families  will  help  grow 
the  business." 

Immigration  Attorney  Cheryl  David  '95  of  Bretz  and  Coven, 
LLP  in  New  York  City  says,  "Unfortunately,  mainly  due  to  the 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act  (1996),  any  changes  to  marriage  laws  in 
Massachusetts  will  have  no  impact  on  immigration  law.  Homosex- 
ual partners  will  face  the  same  obstacles  to  immigration  as  before. 
[Case  law  passed  dovra  from  the  Ninth  Circuit  prohibits  that  from 
happening] .  Visitors  choosing  to  be  considered  'domestic  partners' 
have  a  non-immigrant  type  visa  and  their  passport  is  annotated  as 
such.  If  their  partner  is  allowed  to  visit  for  a  full  year,  they  are 
only  allowed  to  come  for  six  months." 

Family  Law  Attorney  Nancy  E.  Gianakos,  Esq.  '81  and  fellow 
alumnus  Robert  A.  Carpentier,  Esq.  '80  head  the  matrimonial  and 
family  law  unit  at  Albanese  and  Albanese  LLP  of  Garden  City,  NY. 

Attorney  Gianakos  advocates  the  States"  rights  position.  She 
says  "let  the  states  decide  the  definition  of  marriage  for  their 
citizens."  She  points  to  the  fact  that  "historically  each  state  has 
governed  the  social  welfare  issues  of  its  citizens,  including  the 
right  to  marry.  The  majority  of  states  define  marriage  to  be  the 
union  of  one  man  and  one  woman,  and  some  recognize  com- 
mon law  marriages  and  some  do  not.  We  need  to  leave  it  to  the 
states  to  decide." 

She  believes  the  Massachusetts  case  proves  our  system  of 
checks  and  balances  remains  the  best  model  for  resolving  these 
issues  in  a  free  society.  "The  founding  fathers  really  knew  what 
they  were  doing  ...let's  not  disturb  the  fundamental  nature  of  our 
state  and  federal  systems.  Straying  from  the  fundamental  model  is 
not  advised — remember  Prohibition — it  didn't  work. 

"The  Massachusetts  case  is  a  good  example  of  the  system  in 
action;  because  the  legislature  failed  to  act,  the  judiciary  did.  The 
judiciary  has  now  forced  the  legislature's  hand — basically  saying 
\ve  made  the  decision,  if  you  disagree  do  something  about  it'." 

Attorney  Gianakos  recognizes  the  importance  of  protecting 
individual  rights  and  believes  we  must  be  sensitive  to  the  interests 
of  all  members  of  our  society.  She  says,  "Same-sex  unions  are 
viable  social  units;  the  decision  to  legally  recognize  evolving 
unions  must  be  left  to  our  elected  officials  in  the  state  legislatures. 
The  law  can  be  written  to  give  the  union  of  same-sex  partners  the 
rights  of  those  of  heterosexual  unions.  We  need  not  label  a  same- 
sex  union,  'a  marriage,'  to  create  equality."  ♦ 


(Photos  L  to  R)  Attorneys  Hyman  Darling  '76,  Ann  Courtney  '89,  Cheryl  David  '95,  and  Nancy  E.  Gianakos  '81 
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Public  Interest  Law  Week 

by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


Public 
Interest 
Law  Week 

Plants  Seeds  for 
Pro  Bono  Work 


The  prospect  of  work  to  aid  the 
underprivileged  or  underrepre- 
sented  in  service  of  the  public 
interest  is  often  the  catalyst  for 
pursuing  a  law  degree.  To  inform 
our  students  of  the  many  ways 
they  can  engage  in  public  interest 
legal  work  both  today  and  in  their 
future  careers,  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 
presents  an  annual  program  dedi- 
cated to  increasing  awareness  of 
how  lawyers  may  use  their  pro- 
fessional skills  to  help  create  a 
just  society  through  pro  bono 
work  or  a  career  as  a  public 
interest  lawyer. 

Held  during  the  week  of  October 
12-16,  2003,  Public  Interest  Law 
Week  featured  several  free  events, 
which  were  open  to  students  and 
the  general  public.  The  week's 
events  were  coordinated  by 
Legal  Research  Instructor  Harris 
Freeman,  and  sponsored  by 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  and  the  student 
chapter  of  Equal  Justice  Works. 


The  featured  event  of  the  week  was  a  presen- 
tation on  Tuesday,  October  14,  entitled, 
"Challenges  Facing  Public  Interest  Lawyers." 
Presenters  included  attorneys  Buz  Eisenberg 
'80  and  Faye  B.  Rachlin,  who  discussed  the 
legal  and  fiscal  challenges  facing  lawyers  who 
represent  poor  and  indigent  clients  in  criminal 
and  civil  matters. 

Alumnus  Stewart  "Buz"  Eisenberg  is  a  profes- 
sor at  Greenfield  Community  College  and  an 
attorney  with  Weinberg  &  Garber,  P.C,  of 
Northampton,  MA.  A  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  Western  Massachusetts  Legal 
Services  for  19  years  and  volunteer  cooperat- 
ing attorney  for  ACLU  for  17  years.  Attorney 
Eisenberg  has  dedicated  a  substantial  portion 
of  his  practice  to  pro  bono  work  and  is  a  ded- 
icated community  volunteer,  serving  on  many 
boards  and  committees  in  Franklin  County. 
He  has  been  honored  for  his  work  in  the 
public  interest  with  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association  Pro  Bono  Publico  Award  (1999) 
and  by  the  MCADP  (1992)  for  his  successful 
six-year  effort  to  have  the  death  sentence 
of  Georgia  death  row  inmate  Kenneth 
Blanks  vacated. 

A  former  adjunct  professor  at  the  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  Legal 


Services  Clinic,  Faye  B.  Rachlin  is  currently  an 
Advocacy  Coordinator  at  the  Legal  Assistance 
Corporation  of  Central  Mass.  in  Worcester, 
where  she  practices  in  and  supervises  the 
housing  and  public  benefits  units.  For  15 
years  she  served  as  a  staff  attorney  in  the 
housing  and  homelessness  unit  at  Western 
Mass.  Legal  Services  in  Springfield.  Attorney 
Rachlin  has  contributed  to  MCLE  publications 
on  landlord-tenant  law,  and  has  participated  in 
many  state-wide  trainings  and  panels  on  land- 
lord-tenant law  and  access  to  shelter.  In  2002, 
she  was  the  recipient  of  the  David  S.  Nelson 
Public  Interest  Law  Award  from  her  alma 
mater,  Boston  College  Law  School. 

An  October  15  event  titled  "Careers  in  Public 
Interest  and  Government  Service,"  featured 
three  attorneys:  former  public  defender 
Thomas  McCormick,  an  attorney  with  Heisler, 
Fields  &  Feldman,  PC;  Professor  Jennifer 
Levi,  co-counsel  on  the  Massachusetts  same- 
sex  marriage  case;  and  Adjunct  Professor 
Judy  Zeprun  Kalman,  chief  of  litigation  for  the 
Western  Massachusetts  Division  of  the  Attor- 
ney General.  The  presenters  spoke  from 
experience  on  how  to  incorporate  public  inter- 
est lawyering,  government  service,  and  pro 
bono  work  in  a  legal  career. 

The  final  event,  coordinated  by  Professor  Beth 
Cohen,  focused  on  encouraging  students  to 
serve  the  public  interest  during  their  years  of 
legal  study.  The  presentation  on  "Pro  Bono 
Opportunities  for  Law  Students"  discussed 
legally  related,  volunteer  opportunities  for  law 
students.  The  presenters  included:  Barbara 
Loh,  MSW,  LICSW,  director  YWCA  Visitation 
Center;  Susan  Guerrero,  Coordinator  of  Volun- 
teers, CASA  Program;  and  Attorney  Mary 
Klaes  '00,  HIV/AIDS  Law  Consortium. 
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Clason 


Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 


Speaker  Series 

Features  Dynamic  Fall  Speakers  hy  Sheila  Guillaume  IL 

Now  in  its  15th  year,  the  Clason  Speaker  Series  invites  legal  scholars  and  faculty  from  prominent  law  schools  to  the 
S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  for  faculty  luncheons  and  public  lectures.  In  these  lectures,  Clason  speakers  discuss  their 
works  in  progress  that  explore  topics  affecting  law,  politics,  and  our  increasingly  diverse  society.  This  fall,  the  School 
invited  noted  author  Barry  Werth  and  South  African  Discrimination  expert  Saras  Jagwanth.  The  series  is  sponsored  by  the 
Clason  Speaker  Fund. 


Barry  Werth  Gives  New  Lesson  on  Civil  Rights,  Explores  Medical  Malpractice 


In  October  2003,  the  School  welcomed  best- 
selling  author  Barry  Werth,  who  discussed  "Privacy, 
Politics  and  Hysteria:  Lessons  from  the  I960  Smith 
College  Homosexual  Scandal"  and  explored  the 
antagonistic  relationships  between  social  and  pro- 
fessional worlds. 

In  his  discussion  of  The  Scarlet  Professor:  New- 
ton Arvin:  A  Literary  Life  Shattered  By  Scandal,  his 
acclaimed  2001  book  about  the  1960  prosecution  of 
Newton  Arvin,  a  noted  literary  critic  and  pioneer  in 
American  studies,  W^erth  explored  the  broader 
scandal  that  the  prosecution  provoked,  and  the 
lessons  we  might  learn  from  this  episode  in  the  his- 
tory of  American  Civil  Rights. 

A  longtime  Smith  College  professor,  Arvin  was 
arrested  for  receiving  pornographic  materials 
through  the  mail  during  the  "Pink  Scare"  in  post- 
McCarthyism  America  of  the  early  1960s. 

V\/erth  recounted  the  dramatic  collapse  of  Arvin's 
personal  and  professional  lives  brought  by  a  govern- 
ment indifferent  to  his  civil  liberties. 


Werth's  1995  The  Billion-Dollar  Molecule:  the 
Quest  for  the  Perfect  Drug,  selected  by  Business  Week 
as  one  of  the  Ten  Best  Books  of  the  Year,  explored 
the  tension  between  bioscience  and  big  business.  In 
Damages:  One  Family's  Legal  Struggles  in  the  World 
of  Medicine,  Werth  provided  an  in-depth  look  at 
one  family's  malpractice  case  from  both  legal  and 
medical  perspectives. 

Werth  also  shared  his  inspiration  for  writing 
Damages,  a  book  that  first-year  law  students  were 
required  to  read  before  the  first  day  of  classes. 
He  stated,  "the  most  fascinating  thing  is  where 
experiences  collide  and  in  this  case,  it  was  law  and 
medicine." 

A  resident  of  Northampton,  MA,  Werth  has 
written  for  The  New  Yorker,  The  New  York  Times, 
and  many  other  publications. 


Saras  Jagwanth  Goes  Beyond  Discrimination,  Promotes  Equality 


In  November  2003,  University  of  Cape  Town  Professor  of 
Law  Saras  Jagwanth  addressed  the  topic  of  "Beyond  Dis- 
crimination: Positive  Duties  to  Promote  Equality."  A  distin- 
guished expert  in  gender  and  equality  law,  constitutional  law, 
and  administrative  law,  Saras  Jagwanth  and  has  written  and 
spoken  extensively  on  gender  theory  and  law  in  South 
Africa,  Brazil,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States. 

In  her  book.  Beyond  Discrimination,  Jagwanth  explores 
the  development  of  substantive  equality  in  South  Africa  and 
the  way  in  which  this  differs  from  the  U.S.  model.  She  exam- 
ines how  the  traditional  shortcomings  in  antidiscrimination 
law  have  led  to  the  development  of  a  duty  to  promote  equal- 
ity in  South  Africa. 

Professor  Jagwanth  stated  that  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Equality  Act,  South  Africa's  existing  measures  of 
affirmative  action  goes  further  than  the  U.S.  model. 


She  also  shared  with  students  that  due  to  the  lack  of 
resources  available  to  urban  and  rural  areas,  the 
overall  effort  of  antidiscrimination  in  South  Africa 
has  not  been  as  successful  as  hoped. 

As  South  Africa  moves  beyond  discrimination, 
Jagwanth  noted  that  "although  legal  efforts  have  been 
made,  progress  is  slow." 

A  widely  known  lecturer.  Professor 
Jagwanth  has  visited  law  schools 
throughout  the  world,  including  the 
University  of  Florida,  McGill  Univer- 
sity, York  University,  University  of 
British  Columbia,  Murdoch  Univer- 
sity in  Australia,  and  the  University 
of  Malawi. 


To  learn  about  upcoming  lectures  and  events,  visit  our  website  at  www.law.wnec.edu. 
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by  Deborah  Porter  Savoie 


STUDENTS  HONING  SKILLS  IN 


First  Amendment  Team 

On  February  26,  2004,  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  team  of  Tom  Marino 
3L  and  Dennis  Egan  4L  won  the  National  First  Amendment  Moot  Court  Competition  sponsored 
by  Vanderbilt  University  and  The  First  Amendment  Center.  In  addition,  Tom  Marino  was  the 
runner-up  Best  Oralist. 

During  the  competition,  each  team  argued  a  minimum  of  four  rounds.  The  competition 
involved  a  hypothetical  problem  based  on  a  controversy  involving  the  First  Amendment. 

The  final  round  of  the  competition  was  judged  by  members  of  the  Sixth  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals  and  the  Tennessee  Supreme  Court.  Tom  and  Dennis  bested  the  University  of  Georgia  in 
this  round,  despite  the  obstacles  of  having  to  argue  off-brief,  and  against  the  First  Amendment 
position. 

To  win  the  competition,  Tom  and  Dennis  beat  31  other  teams  from  law  schools  all  over  the 
country  including  schools  such  as  Duke,  NYU,  University  of  Virginia,  and  Cornell. 

Said  Jeanne  Kaiser,  instructor  in  legal  research  and  writing,  "As  coaches  to  the  team,  Myra 
Orlen  and  I  are  very  appreciative  of  the  support  and  good  wishes  of  everyone  at  Western  New 
England  College. ..greatest  kudos  go  to  the  team  itself,  who  at  all  times  represented  the  School  of 
Law  in  the  best  possible  way,  and  proved  again  and  again  that  the  most  important  ingredients  to 
success  as  a  lawyer  are  hard  work  and  thorough  preparation." 


(l-r)  Egan  and  Marino 


(l-r)  Maniscalchi,  Williams,  Dienwebel,  and  Fontaine 

Jessup  International  Law 
Moot  Court  Team 

The  Jessup  International  Law  Moot  Court  Team  com- 
peted in  the  Northeast  Regional  Competition  the 
weekend  of  February  27,  2004,  at  Quinnipiac  Law 
School.  Composed  of  Katharina  Dienwebel  3L,  Matt 
Fontaine  2L,  Deena  Maniscalchi  2L,  and  Kevin  Williams 
2L,  the  team  prepared  and  filed  two  memorials  (briefs) 
addressing  the  issues  in  the  hypothetical  case  pending 
before  the  International  Court  of  Justice.  The  legal  dis- 
pute focused  on  the  newly  created  International  Criminal 
Court,  designed  to  investigate  and  try  persons  accused 
of  genocide,  war  crimes,  or  crimes  against  humanity. 
The  team  placed  third  for  Best  Brief  and  Dienwebel  won 
second  place  for  Best  Oralist. 


(l-r)  Wilson  and  Tucker 

Frederick  Douglass 
Moot  Court  Team 

Camille  Tucker  3L  and  Edward  Wilson  3L  comprise 
the  Frederick  Douglass  Moot  Court  Competition 
(FDMCC)  team.  The  FDMCC  is  a  yearly  moot  court 
sponsored  by  the  National  Black  Law  Students  Asso- 
ciation (NBLSA).  The  competition  addresses  legal 
issues  NBLSA  considers  important  to  the  African- 
American  community. 

The  team  this  year  competed  in  the  regional 
competition  February  26  and  27  at  Brooklyn  Law 
School  in  New  York  City  against  a  highly  competitive 
field.  They  won  2  out  of  3  rounds  in  the  initial  com- 
petition but  didn't  advance  to  the  semi-finals. 


(l-r)  Boston  and  Gage 


Law  Student  Tax  Challenge 

The  Third  Annual  Law  Student  Tax  Challenge  was 
sponsored  by  the  Young  Lawyers  Forum  of  the 
American  Bar  Association  Section  of  Taxation.  Forty- 
four  teams  entered  the  competition  in  which  each 
had  to  write  a  legal  memorandum  and  client  letter. 
Six  finalists  were  chosen  from  the  44  and  the  West- 
ern New  England  College  School  of  Law  team  of 
Adam  Boston  3L  and  Bruce  Gage  3L  was  one.  They 
earned  an  all  expenses  paid  trip  to  Kissemmee,  FL,  to 
the  ABA  Tax  Section  meeting  where  the  competition 
was  held  in  January  2004.  Said  Adam  Boston, 
"Although  we  didn't  win,  it  was  phenomenal.  The 
competition  gave  us  real-life  lawyering  experience 
because  we  were  in  front  of  real  partners  from  major 
tax  firms  across  the  country." 
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Our  Teams 


MOOT  COURT  COMPETITIONS 


(l-r)  Woods,  Schmidt,  and  Coppola 


National  Moot  Court  Team 


As  it  has  for  over  25  years,  ttie  School  of  Law  participated  in  the  National  Moot 
Court  Competition.  The  team,  consisting  of  Evan  Coppola  4L,  Rebecca  Schmidt  3L, 
and  Stephanie  Woods  4L,  traveled  to  Boston  in  the  fall  to  compete  against  seven 
other  law  schools.  This  year's  case  raised  both  trademark  and  free  speech  issues. 

The  team  this  year  had  some  connections  with  past  teams.  One  of  its  members, 
Evan  Coppola,  is  the  first  "second  generation"  team  member.  Evan  is  the  son  of 
Massachusetts  State  Representative  Gale  Candaras  '83,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Moot  Court  Team  when  she  attended  Law  School.  In  addition,  the  team 
was  coached  by  Professor  Leora  Harpaz  who  coached  the  team  for  several  years 
when  she  first  began  to  teach  at  the  School  of  Law,  but  who  has  not  played  that  role 
in  many  years.  According  to  Professor  Harpaz,  "It  was  fun  to  return  to  coaching. 
The  team  did  a  great  job  representing  the  Law  School." 


Trial  Team 


(l-r)  Krzyzek,  Bromley,  Fakhoury,  and  Chiniche 


The  Trial  team  competed  in  the  New  England  Region  of  the  National  Trial  Competi- 
tion (sponsored  by  the  American  College  of  Trial  Lawyers)  in  Portland,  ME,  on 
February  19-22,  2004.  The  School  sent  two  teams:  Jason  Bromley  3L  and  Paul 
Chiniche  3L;  and  Linda  Fakhoury  3L  and  Dora  Krzyzek  3L.  Each  team  tried  the 
mock  case  (involving  an  alleged  defect  in  the  design  of  a  casket  handle)  three 
times,  Bromley  and  Chiniche  won  2  and  lost  1,  Krzyzek  and  Fakhoury  won  1  and 
lost  2.  They  finished  11th  and  14th  respectively.  At  this  point  the  field  of  21  teams 
was  reduced  to  eight.  After  two  single-elimination  rounds,  the  top  two  teams 
advanced  to  the  national  finals  in  Austin,  TX,  in  March. 


(l-r)  Plants  and  Bailey 

Environmental  Moot  Court  Team 

students  Ariane  Bailey  3L  and  Nicholas  Plante  2L,  are  the  members  of  the  Law 
School's  2004  National  Environmental  Moot  Court  Team.  They  were  selected 
from  an  intramural  competition  in  the  fall  and  represented  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  at  the  national  competition  of  more  than  70  schools  in 
mid-February. 

This  year's  problem  turned  on  the  interpretation  of  a  Clean  Water  Act  permit, 
the  Clean  Water  Act's  citizen  suit  provision,  and  general  issues  of  federalism. 
They  advanced  to  the  quarterfinals  and  Plante  was  named  Best  Oralist  in  two  of 
his  first  three  preliminary  arguments.  Bailey  was  runner-up  Best  Oralist  in  one  of 
her  rounds. 


(l-r)  Markowski,  Boston  (coach),  and  Graham 

Negotiation  Team 

In  November,  the  ABA  Regional  Negotiation  Competition  was  held  at  Ford- 
ham  Law  School  in  New  York  City.  Western  New  England  School  of  Law 
entered  two  teams  in  the  competition.  The  first  team  consisted  of  Rob  Moore 
3L  and  Ramin  Mirshah  3L,  and  the  second  was  composed  of  Gina  Graham 
2L  and  Andrew  Markowski  2L.  The  legal  specialty  featured  in  the  competition 
was  Sports  Law.  After  three  rounds  of  negotiation  Moore  and  Mirshah  placed 
8th,  while  Graham  and  Markowski  had  earned  first  place  honors  and  were 
named  Regional  Champions. 

As  Regional  Champions,  Graham  and  Markowski  participated  in  the 
National  Finals  held  at  the  ABA  Mid-Year  Conference  in  San  Antonio,  TX, 
February  6,  7,  and  8.  Once  again  the  topic  of  the  negotiation  was  Sports  Law. 
Although  the  team  didn't  make  the  final  round,  this  is  the  fifth  straight  year  that 
one  of  our  teams  has  been  invited  to  participate  in  the  National  Finals. 
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Constitutional  Rights 

Do  Not  "Follow  the  Flag"  To  Gitmo  Professor  of  Law  Arthur  D.  Wolf 


INCH  THE  TERRORIST  ATTACK  ON  SEPTEMBER  11,  2001,  the  United 
States  has  arrested  numerous  persons  in  countries  outside  the 
United  States,  accusing  them  of  terrorist  activities  and  detaining 
them  at  Guantanamo  Naval  Base  ("Gitmo")  in  Cuba.  While  the 
United  States  has,  for  the  most  part,  treated  the  detainees 
humanely,  it  has  not  accorded  them  the  usual  constitutional 
rights  associated  with  detention.  The  issue  is  whether  constitu- 
tional protections  apply  to  these  prisoners. 

The  central  question  is  whether  the  "Constitution  follows  the  flag."  This  issue 
came  to  national  prominence  when  the  United  States  began  to  acquire  overseas 
territories,  such  as  the  Philippines,  Puerto  Rico,  and  Hawaii  in  the  1890s.  In  a 
series  of  decisions  known  as  The  Insular  Cases,  the  Supreme  Court 
ruled  that  the  Constitution  would  apply  only  to  those  territo- 
ries that  Congress  "incorporated"  into  the  United  States. 

The  Insular  Cases  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
detainees  at  Gitmo  do  not  have  the  protections  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights.  Congress  has  never  incorporated  Gitmo  into 
the  territory  of  the  United  States.  Currently,  the  U.S. 
has  a  leasehold  in  the  property  under  a  long-term 
lease  with  the  Cuban  Government.  At  best,  the  U.S. 
exercises  a  measure  of  sovereignty  over  Gitmo,  and 
at  worst,  it  simply  has  the  rights  of  a  lessee.  In  either 

I instance,  it  has  not  incorporated  the  territory  into 
the  United  States,  as  The  Insular  Cases  require  for 
constitutional  rights  to  take  hold. 


Finally,  following  World  War  II,  the  Supreme 
Court  reviewed  challenges  by  alien  war  crimi- 
nals to  their  trial  and  conviction  by  military 
tribunals  abroad.  The  Court  suggested 
strongly  that  federal  courts  in  the  United 
States  do  not  have  the  power  to  inquire  into 
the  legality  of  the  detention  of  aliens  outside 
the  territory  of  the  United  States. 
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Faculty  Point/Counterpoint 

COUNTERPOINT 
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FACULTY  8c  STAFF  NOTES 


Peter  Adomeit,  professor  of 
law,  has  written  several  articles 
for  publication  in  the  past  year. 
These  include:  "Impeachment 
Leaves  Most  to  GA,"  Connecti- 
cut Law  Tribune,  December  22, 
2003;  "MCAD  Affirmation 
Needs  Reversal,"  Western  Mass- 
achusetts Law  Tribune,  December  2003;  "The 
Right  Makings  for  a  Just  Settlement,"  Western 
Massachusetts  Law  Tribune,  November  2003;  and 
"A  New  Class  of  Uninsured:  The  Intoxicated," 
Connecticut  Law  Tribune,  October  13,  2003. 


Charlene  Allen,  assistant  dean 
and  director  of  Career  Services, 
was  interviewed  about  Public 
Interest  Law  Week  on  October 
14,  2003,  for  a  news  story  that 
was  aired  on  WWLP  TV-22. 


Beth  Cohen,  assistant  profes- 
sor and  director  of  legal 
research  and  writing,  was 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  Pla- 
giarism Committee  of  the 
Association  of  Legal  Writing 
Directors.  The  committee  is 
currently  working  on  the  writ- 
ing and  publication  of  a  student  and  faculty 
handbook  regarding  proper  attribution  and  pla- 
giarism issues  in  law  school.  Professor  Cohen  will 
be  presenting  "Helping  Students  Develop  their 
Philosophy  of  Lawyering"  at  the  Legal  Research 
and  Writing  Conference  in  Seattle  this  summer. 
On  June  1 1,  2004,  the  Legal  Research  and  Writing 
Program  of  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  will  host  the  next  meeting  of  the  New 
England  Legal  Writing  Consortium.  The  topic  is 
"Incorporating  Professionalism  and  Service  into 
the  Legal  Research  and  Writing  Curriculum." 

In  an  effort  to  offer  pro  bono  opportunities  to 
law  students.  Prof.  Cohen,  with  Prof.  Lauren 
Carasik,  has  expanded  the  Community  Service 
Volunteer  Program,  to  coordinate  training  for 
Court  Appointed  Special  Advocate  (CASA)  volun- 
teers. Judges  assign  CASA  volunteers  to  investi- 
gate, report  on,  and  monitor  abuse  and  neglect 
cases.  Another  project  of  the  Community  Service 


Volunteer  Program,  cosponsorcd  with  the  YWCA, 
trains  students  to  serve  as  visitation  site  observers 
for  court  ordered  visitation.  That  program  is  now 
in  its  second  year. 

Jamison  Colburn,  assistant 
professor  of  law,  authored  an 
article  entitled  "Democratic 
Experimentalism:  A  Separation 
>  of  Powers  for  Our  Time?" 
accepted  for  publication  in  the 
spring  2004  issue  of  the  Suffolk 
Law  Review.  The  article  traces  two  opposing  theo- 
ries of  the  separation  of  powers  and  the  roles  they 
played  in  the  Progressive  Era,  the  New  Deal,  and 
the  contemporary  administrative  state. 

Arthur  R.  Gaudio,  dean  of  the 
School  of  Law  and  professor  of 
y  law,  authored  a  chapter  entitled 
j  "Registered  Titles,"  in  Patton 
I  m  and  Palomar  on  Land  Titles,  400 
■  I  {3rd  ed..  West  Group  2003). 
Dean  Gaudio  also  acted  as  advi- 
sor  to  the  Connecticut  Law 
Revision  Commission  in  drafting  a  new  Connecti- 
cut Electronic  Recording  Act.  The  Commission's 
work  has  been  finalized  and  the  proposed  act  is 
being  sent  to  the  legislature.  Dean  Gaudio  has 
published  an  article  entitled  "Uniform  Real  Prop- 
erty Electronic  Recordation  Act:  Status,  Goals  and 
Issues"  in  the  February  issue  of  the  Electronic 
Banking  Law  and  Commerce  Report.  He  also  deliv- 
ered a  paper  on  electronic  real  estate  transactions 
and  recording  at  the  spring  2004  meeting  of  the 
American  College  of  Real  Estate  Lawyers,  and 
published  an  article  entitled  "Can't  Stand  Waiting? 
Bothered  by  Long  Lines?  Then  Electronic  Record- 
ing Is  For  You. .  .and  It  May  Be  Coming  Soon  to  a 
Recorder  Near  You!"  also  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Spring  2004  meeting  of  the  American  College  of 
Real  Estate  Lawyers. 


Eric  Gouvin,  associate  dean  for 
Admissions,  Alumni,  and 
Career  Services,  and  professor 
of  law,  has  recently  completed 
his  chapters  in  the  treatise 
Blumberg  on  Corporate  Groups, 
which  he  coauthored  with  Pro- 
fessors Phillip  Blumberg  and 


Kurt  Strasser  at  the  University  of  Connecticut 
School  of  Law  and  Prof  Nicholas  Georgakopolous 
at  Indiana  University  School  of  Law  (Indianapo- 
lis). Prof.  Gouvin  was  responsible  for  the  chapters 
dealing  with  financial  services  holding  companies 
and  securities  issues.  The  treatise  is  published  by 
Aspen  Law  and  Business  and  will  be  available  later 
this  year.  Professor  Gouvin  has  also  had  two  arti- 
cles accepted  for  publication.  "Radical  Tax  Reform, 
Municipal  Finance  and  the  Conservative  Agenda" 
will  be  published  in  volume  56  of  the  Rutgers  Law 
Review.  It  examines  the  disconnect  between  the 
rhetoric  being  employed  in  support  of  proposed 
overhauls  of  the  federal  income  tax  with  the  likely 
impact  those  changes  will  have  in  the  area  of  state 
and  local  finance.  A  second  article,  "Bringing  Out 
the  Big  Guns:  The  USA  PATRIOT  Act,  Money 
Laundering,  and  the  War  on  Terrorism,"  will  be 
published  in  Volume  55  of  the  Baylor  Law  Review. 
This  article  examines  the  sweeping  changes  to  the 
money  laundering  scheme  implemented  by  the 
USA  PATRIOT  Act  and  questions  their  likely  effi- 
cacy in  thwarting  terrorist  acts. 

Professor  Gouvin  was  recently  named  to  the 
Advisory  Board  of  the  Springfield  Enterprise  Cen- 
ter at  Springfield  Technical  Community  College. 

Professor  Gouvin  gave  a  speech  about  using 
technology  in  the  classroom  at  the  Annual 
Conference  for  Law  School  Computing  held  at 
Duke  University  Law  School  in  June,  2003,  and  a 
talk  on  technology  and  pedagogy  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Association  of  American  Law 
Schools'  Workshop  on  Technology  and  Pedagogy 
in  Atlanta  in  January  2004.  In  July  2003,  Prof. 
Gouvin  was  invited  to  address  a  group  of  foreign 
lawyers  and  LL.M.  students  in  the  Yale  English 
Language  Institute  on  the  topic  of  "American 
Business  Entities  and  Securities  Regulation." 
In  October,  he  made  a  presentation  at  the 
National  Association  for  Community  College 
Entrepreneurship,  on  the  topic  of  "Entrepreneur- 
ship  Education  Joint  Ventures,"  in  which  he 
described  the  successful  effort  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  and  Springfield 
Technical  Community  College  to  create  the  Small 
Business  Clinic. 
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Faculty  and  Staff 


^j^^^^^    Arthur  Leavens,  associate  dean  and 
^J^^^^H    professor  of  law,  participated  as  a 
^^^^V    panelist  in  a  program  entitled  "Clini- 
jI^^^^^P     ciI  Education  for  Part-time  Stu- 
^  ^^B^^Bi   dents"  which  was  sponsored  by  the 
^K^f^  Part-time  Division  Section  of  the 

AALS  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
Atlanta  in  January  2004.  Professor  Leavens  also  became 
chair-elect  of  the  Part-time  Division. 


Jennifer  S.  Martin,  assistant  professor 
of  law,  coauthored  an  article  with 
John  J.  Koresko  V.  of  Koresko  and 
Associates,  entitled  "Vebas,  Welfare 
Plans,  and  Section  4I9A(F)(6):  Is  the 
IRS  Trying  to  Regulate  or  Spread  Pro- 
paganda?", for  the  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity'Law  Review  il  (2003). 

Eric  J.  Miller,  assistant  professor  of 
law,  has  written  an  article  for  publi- 
cation entitled  "Reconceiving  Repa- 
rations: Multiple  Strategies  in  the 
Reparations  Debate,"  24  B.C.  3d 
World  Law  Journal  (2004). 


Sam  Stonefield,  professor  of  law, 
authored  chapter  1.03  entitled  "Real 
Estate  Trends"  in  the  2003  supple- 
ment to  Real  Estate  Financing, 
(Matthew  Bender,  annual  supple- 
ment, 2003). 


Arthur  D.  Wolf,  professor  of  law, 
presented  at  a  faculty  forum  a 
chapter  in  his  injunctions  treatise  that 
focused  on  the  scope  and  use 
of  preliminary  injunctions  in  civil 
litigations.  Prof.  Wolf  has  served 
as  moderator  and  panelist  for 
the  annual  School  of  Law  Supreme 
Court  Review  Conference.  He  has 
been  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Same-Gender  Mar- 
riage Task  Force  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association. 


Valerie  Vojdik,  associate  professor 
of  law,  participated  as  a  panehst  in  a 
program  entitled  "Getting  Involved 
in  Africa"  which  was  sponsored  by 
the  sections  on  African  and  Minor- 
ity Groups  at  the  AALS  Annual 
meeting  in  Atlanta  in  January  2004. 


Faculty  Member 
Peter  Adomeit 

Arthur  Gaudio 
Eric  Gouvin 

Arthur  Leavens 

Jennifer  Levi 


Bruce  Miller 
Valorie  Vojdik 
Arthur  Wolf 


Date  Media 

8/25/03      Associated  Press 
New  London  Day 
WAMC-FM 
WHYN-AM/FM 

12/18/03     The  Republican 

8/11/03      The  Republican 
1 1  /1 4/03     Greenfield  Recorder 

12/19/03  WGGB-TV40 
1/12/04      The  Republican 

1 1  /03        Western  Mass  Law  Tribune 

11/6/03  WWLP-TV22 
Real  to  Reel 
Catholic  Observer 

11/11/03  WFCR 

11/12/03  WWLP-TV22 


Subject 

Rhode  Island  nightclub  fire 

Swearing-in  of  new  lawyers 

Prescription  drugs  from  Canada 
Securities  law  and  banking 

State  sexual  assault  laws 
Grand  jury  makeup 

Profile 

Family  law  issues 


Same-sex  marriage 

Same-sex  marriage  ruling  lecture 


WGGB-TV40 

MetroNetworks 

11/18/03 

WWLP-TV22 

Same-sex  marriage  ruling 

WGGB-TV40 

WHYN-AM/FM 

WFCR 

WHMP 

MetroNetworks 

The  Republican 

The  Reminder 

11/20/03 

WWLP-TV22 

Governor's  remarks  marriage  ruling 

WGBY-TV57 

Same-sex  marriage 

12/5/03 

The  Republican 

Safety  of  gays  and  lesbians 

7/31/03 

WWLP-TV22 

Same-sex  marriage 

8/1/03 

Posf-Camer  (Charleston,  SC) 

Shannon  Faulkner  case 

9/24/03 

WHMP-AM 

Governor  s  death  penalty  proposal 

10/14/03 

W6GB-TV40 

Voting  Rights  Act  of  1965 

11/5/03 

WWLP-TV22 

Albano  tenure  as  Springfield  mayor 

11/20/03 

The  Republican 

Gay  marriage  Constitutional  issues 

WGBY-TV57 

Same-sex  marriage 

12/15/03 

WHYN-AM/FM 

Hussein  death  penalty 
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student  Spotlight 


EFFECTING 

JUSTICE 

for  THOSE  LESS  FORTUNATE 


"My  mother  is  my  biggest  inspiration.  She  is  always  caring  for  others  " 
explained  Kelley  Cooper  Miller  2L,  about  how  she  came  to  the  place  in  her 
life  where  she  is  now.  Kelly  had  a  vision  for  her  future  and  found  the  tools 
to  make  it  happen  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. 


"I  want  to  be  an  advocate  for  chil- 
dren and  the  elderly.  Especially  people 
with  psychological  problems  or  mental 
illness,"  stressed  Kelley.  This  interest, 
coupled  with  her  love  of  law  found  a 
harmonious  balance  in  the  J.D./M.S.W. 
combined  degree  program.  In  this  pro- 
gram, one  of  three  combined  degree 
programs  offered  at  the  School  of  Law, 
Kelley  will  earn  her  Juris  Doctor  from 
Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  and  a  Master  of  Social  Work  from 
Springfield  College.  "I  want  to  effect 
justice  for  people  who  are  less  likely  to 
get  justice.  I  think  that  is  really  noble 
work  and  that  is  what  I  am  inspired  to 
do,"  said  Kelley. 

"There  is  a  need  for  people  with  this 
combined  degree  and  there  is  a  growing 
interest  for  it  in  the  legal  profession," 
she  noted.  Kelley  said  that  both  degree 
programs  complement  each  other 
nicely.  "The  social  work  program  gives 
me  the  basic  fundamentals  in  advanced 
generalization  social  work,  rather  than 


just  focusing  on  the  clinical  aspect,"  she 
said.  "Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  provides  a  proving 
ground  for  basic  preparation  to  be  a 
good  practicing  attorney." 

The  program  also  affords  Kelley  with 
opportunities  for  gaining  practical 
experience.  This  past  semester  she  com- 
pleted a  clerkship  in  the  Hampden 
County  juvenile  court  system  for  the 
Honorable  Daniel  Swords.  "My  clerk- 
ship was  amazing.  I  worked  in  a  very 
active,  very  diverse  court.  I  really  felt  a 
part  of  the  process,"  said  Kelley.  This 
summer  she  will  be  doing  a  clerkship 
with  Schatz,  Schwartz  and  Fentin,  P.C. 
of  Springfield. 

Kelley  speaks  highly  of  the  School's 
faculty.  She  cites  John  Egnal,  Eric  Gou- 
vin,  Anne  Goldstein,  and  Valorie  Vojdik 
as  being  outstanding  teachers  who  are 
always  there  for  their  students.  "The  fac- 
ulty is  just  amazing.  They  are  outgoing, 
committed,  just  great  people — great 
human  beings,"  said  Kelley. 


"Western  New  England  College  has 
allowed  me  to  get  involved  and  to  give 
back,"  said  Kelley.  She  is  secretary  of  the 
Student  Bar  Association,  the  student 
government  of  the  School  of  Law. 
She  is  involved  with  CASA,  the  court 
appointed  special  advocates  program 
that  provides  judges  with  carefully 
researched  information  on  an  abused  or 
neglected  child  to  help  the  court  make 
sound  decisions  about  the  child's  future. 
"I  like  that  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  still  has  room  to 
grow  and  that  students  have  a  real  say  in 
the  program.  The  Ambulance  Chase 
race  is  a  good  example  of  that,"  said 
Kelley  of  the  5K-road  race  she  orga- 
nized last  September  for  charity. 

She  looks  forward  to  organizing  the 
next  race  and  to  furthering  her  educa- 
tion in  the  combined  degree  program. 
"I  am  blessed  here  to  be  surrounded  by 
such  wonderful  faculty,  students,  and 
programs."  ♦ 


SPRING  2004 


♦  19 


MBA 

 '    rlllllltJfli  1 

1 

College  Receives 
Distinguished  Designation 

Recognition  Marks  College  as  Only  Private  AACSB 
Accredited  Institution  in  Western  Massachusetts 


On  December  19,  2003,  the  School  of  Business 
AT  Western  New  England  College  achieved  accreditation 

of  its  bachelor's  and  master's  degree  programs  by  AACSB  Interna- 
tional— The  Association  to  Advance  Collegiate  Schools  of  Business, 
making  it  the  only  private  institution  in  western  Massachusetts  accred- 
ited by  AACSB. 

AACSB  International  accreditation  represents  the  highest  standard  of 
achievement  for  business  schools  worldwide.  Member  institutions 
confirm  their  commitment  to  quality  and  continuous  improvement 
through  a  rigorous  and  comprehensive  multiyear  review. 

"AACSB  accreditation  of  our  School  of  Business  programs  further 
validates  the  high  quality  of  our  educational  programs  in  business  and 
at  the  College,"  said  Dr.  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  College  president.  "Local  and 
regional  business  leaders,  members  of  the  community,  and  the  thou- 
sands of  School  of  Business  alumni  have  long  recognized  the 
quality  of  our  educational  programs.  Accreditation  by  AACSB  is  further 
evidence  that  Western  New  England  College,  named  among  America's 
top  100  colleges  considered  hidden  gems  in  a  recent  Washington  Post 
survey,  continues  to  excel.  Through  continuous  improvement,  strategic 
planning,  and  responsiveness  to  our  community,  the  School  of  Business 
and  the  College  will  continue  to  make  high  level  contributions  locally, 
nationally,  and  internationally." 

With  this  achievement,  the  School  joins  the  elite  company  of 
only  466  institutions  with  AACSB  International  accredited  business 
programs  in  the  world.  A  formal  announcement  was  made  in  April  at 
the  2004  AACSB  International  Conference  and  Annual  Meeting 
in  Montreal. 

For  School  of  Business  Dean  Stanley  Kowalski  Jr.,  accreditation  has 
been  a  goal  for  more  than  25  years.  "This  is  clearly  the  highlight  of  my 
25-year  career  as  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business,"  states  Dean  Kowalski. 


"It  validates  what  we  knew  all  along.  We  have  an  outstanding  Business 
school.  This  accreditation  ranks  us  along  side  the  finest  Business  Schools 
in  the  country. 

"I  am  extremely  proud  of  the  outstand- 
ing faculty  in  the  School  of  Business," 
Kowalski  adds.  "They  are  not  only  excellent 
teachers,  but  they  also  work  hard  to  keep 
current  in  their  disciplines.  In  the  last  five 
years  our  34  faculty  have  produced  over  500 
research  reports  in  the  form  of  journal  arti- 
cles, conference  presentations,  and  text- 
books. This  all  adds  up  to  an  excellent 
educational  opportunity  for  our  students." 

Through  an  emphasis  on  teamwork,  communication,  and  problem- 
solving  skills,  combined  with  an  atmosphere  of  personal  concern  for  the 
learning  needs  of  each  student,  the  School  of  Business  at  Western  New 
England  College  provides  academic  challenge  and  individual 
support  to  enable  each  student  to  strive  for  personal  and  professional 
excellence. 

The  College  is  accredited  by  the  New  England  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges.  Curricula  leading  to  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of  Science  in 
Electrical,  Industrial,  and  Mechanical  Engineering  are  accredited  by  the 
Engineering  Accreditation  Commission  of  the  Accreditation  Board  for 
Engineering  &  Technology.  The  Bachelor  of  Social  Work  degree  pro- 
gram is  accredited  by  the  Council  on  Social  Work  Education.  The 
School  of  Law  is  fully  accredited  by  the  American  Bar  Association  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Association  of  American  Law  Schools.  The  College's 
teacher  education  programs  have  been  approved  by  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Education  and  meet  the  standards  of  reciprocity  of  the  Inter- 
state Certification  Compact. 


Photo:  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business,  Stanley  Kowalski  Jr. 
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Campus  News 


FOCUS  OF  LECTURE  SERIES  2004 


w 


estern  New  England  College  hosted  a  series  of  lectures, 
movies,  and  events  regarding  the  Holocaust  throughout  the 
spring  of  2004.  The  series  was  entitled  "Reflections  on  the 
Holocaust— The  Many  Faces  of  Evil:  Legacies  and  Lessons." 
The  events  reflected  a  combined  effort  by  the  Lecture  Day  Committee 
at  Western  New  England  College  and  the  Cooperating  Colleges  of  Greater 
Springfield-Holocaust  Programming  Committee  with  the  purpose  of  help- 
ing all  people  find  a  way  to  reduce  evil  in  this  world.  Significant  historical 
events  such  as  The  Holocaust  were  showcased  as  ways  for  all  people  to 
better  understand  how  their  reactions  to  evil,  whether  they  promote, 
resist,  or  accept  it  through  silence,  impact  society. 

The  featured  event  was  a  lecture  by  Dr.  Michael  Berenbaum,  director 
of  the  Sigi  Ziering  Center  for  the  Study  of  the  Holocaust  and  Ethics, 
called  "The  Legacy  of  the  Holocaust"  on  the  evening  of  March  22  in 
Sleith  Hall  Auditorium. 

Other  Lecture  Day  events  included  five  lectures  on  topics  ranging 
from  the  Armenian  genocide  to  one  entitled  "Turning  Away  from  Hate,"  a 
film  series,  a  concert  on  Holocaust  Remembrance  Day  called  "Music  and 
Remembrance,"  and  a  staged  reading  entitled  "Words  Born  in  Darkness" 
that  originated  from  Holocaust  victims  and  other  victims  of  oppression 
from  various  parts  of  the  world. 


Panagiotis  "Tak" 
Argentinis  '66 
Honored  as 
Alumnus  of  the  Year 


Panagiotis  "Tak"  Argentinis  '66,  a  Western 
New  England  College  trustee,  and  chairman, 
president,  and  chief  executive  officer  of  Elan 
Technology,  was  honored  as  the  2003  Alum- 
nus of  the  Year  during  Homecoming  activities 
in  October,  2003. 

Each  year,  by  a  vote  of  its  leadership,  the 
Alumni  Association  selects  an  individual  for  recognition  as  Alumnus  of  the 
Year.  This  award  is  presented  to  a  graduate  who  has  displayed  an  extraordi- 
nary commitment  to  professional  achievement,  to  civic  responsibUity,  high 
personal  standards,  and  Western  New  England  College  with  a  spirit  of 
knowledge,  integrity,  and  service. 

Kara  Kapinos,  assistant  vice  president  for  Alumni  Relations,  said,  "Tak 
Argentinis  exemplifies  the  spirit  in  which  the  Alumnus  of  the  Year  Award  is 
given.  He  has  accomplished  many  milestones  in  his  professional  career  while 
maintaining  a  strong  sense  of  civic  responsibility  and  loyalty  to  his  alma 
mater  and  the  Alumni  Association.  Tak  is  a  leader  within  the  College 
community.  We  are  proud  to  name  Tak  Argentinis  the  2003  Alumnus  of 
the  Year." 


Kenyon  Named  Director 
of  Continuing  Education 


Douglas  Kenyon  '84/G'86  of  Chelmsford,  MA,  was 
recently  named  director  of  Continuing  Education  by 
College  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio. 

Prior  to  the  appointment,  Kenyon  had  been  the 
College's  administrative  director  of  Off-Campus 
Programs  since  1994.  In  addition  to  his  continued 
authority  over  the  Off-Campus  program,  Kenyon's  duties  include  coordi- 
nating, developing,  and  directing  the  programs  of  the  College's  Office  of 
Continuing  Education. 

Kenyon  earned  both  his  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees  in  business  and 
administration  from  Western  New  England  College. 

A  resident  of  Chelmsford  for  17  years,  Kenyon  is  retired  from  the  U.S. 
Air  Force  at  Hanscom  A.F.B.  He  and  his  wife  Carol  have  two  adult  children 
and  two  grandchildren. 


School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  Adds 
Third  Graduate  Program  for  Teachers 

The  success  of  two  graduate  programs  for  educators:  the  Mas- 
ter of  Arts  in  Mathematics  for  Teachers  and  the  Master  of  Arts  in 
English  for  Teachers,  has  lead  to  the  addition  of  a  third  master's 
program  for  teachers. 

The  Master  of  Education  in  Elementary  Education  Program,  fully 
accredited  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Education,  was 
launched  in  January  2004,  allowing  students  to  obtain  a  master's 
degree  for  a  professional  license  in  the  elementary  education  field. 

To  be  eligible  for  this  degree,  students  must  have  an  Initial 
License  in  Elementary  Education. 

The  program  provides  graduate  students  with  advanced  training 
in  core  content  areas,  specialized  assessment  skills,  classroom 
research  techniques,  and  insight  into  the  latest  learning  theories. 
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By  Manon  L.  Mirabelli 


School  of  Law 
Welcomes  New 
Associate  Dean 
for  Library  and 
Information 
Resources 

Just  a  couple  of  hours  into  her  first  day 
as  the  new  associate  dean  for  library  and 
information  resources  at  the  school  of 
Law,  Barbara  West  said  this  position  is 

THE  HIGH  point  OF  HER  CAREER,  AND  SHE 

plans  on  remaining  a  member  of  the 
Western  New  England  College  commu- 
nity "until  they  send  me  to  the  old 
librarian's  home." 


"I'M  very  excited  to  BE  HERE,"  SHE  SAID.  "I  like 
the  size  of  the  School,  the  diversity  of  students — their  ages 
and  interests — and  the  fact  that  it  has  an  evening  division. 
I  started  the  first  half  of  my  legal  education  as  an  evening 
student,  so  I  feel  a  real  affinity  for  those  students  who  work 
all  day  and  return  to  school  at  night." 

On  her  first  day  on  the  job,  Barbara  said  she  was  enjoy- 
ing a  warm  welcome  and  working  with  her  new  colleagues. 
She  also  said  she  has  a  special  interest  in  technology  to 
supplement  the  teaching  programs  of  the  School  and  is 
planning  on  implementing  additional  technological 
resources  to  help  students  succeed. 

"Barbara  brings  considerable  experience  in  a  variety  of 
progressively  significant  positions  at  several  law  libraries," 


said  School  of  Law  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio.  "Her  experi- 
ences, ideas,  and  vision  for  the  future  of  law  school  infor- 
mation resources  are  impressive  and  will  serve  us  well." 

Most  recently,  Barbara  held  the  position  of  Associate 
Director  for  Research  and  Instruction  at  the  Thurgood 
Marshall  Law  Library  at  the  University  of  Maryland  School 
of  Law. 

Barbara  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts  in  political  science 
from  the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana-Champaign,  a  mas- 
ter of  arts  in  librarianship  from  the  University  of  Denver,  a 
juris  doctor  degree  from  Northern  Illinois  University  Col- 
lege of  Law,  and  a  master  of  laws  in  health  law  (LL.M.) 
from  DePaul  University  College  of  Law  in  Chicago. 


PERSPECTIVES 


Planned  Giving 


What  Will  Your 

Legacy  Be?  i 


Make  a  bequest  to  your  alma  mater  and  share 
the  gift  of  knowledge  with  future  generations. 

Your  law  degree  has  made  it  possible  for  you  to  achieve  the  success  you  deserve. 
Take  the  opportunity  to  share  that  success  and  build  a  lasting  legacy  by  assisting  future 
generations  in  experiencing  the  same  advantages  afforded  you  by  your  first-rate  legal 
education.  A  tax-deductible,  planned  gift  to  the  School  of  Law  will  allow  the  memory  of 
your  accomplishments  and  generosity  to  benefit  future  generations  of  attorneys  and 
professionals,  inspiring  in  them  the  same  appreciation  for  the  law  that  has  been  the 
cornerstone  of  your  career. 

For  more  information  about  leaving  a  bequest  to  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  or  about  other  planned  giving  opportunities,  please  contact  Keith  McKittrick,  director  of 
Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1523. 

Western  New  England  College 

Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations  Office 

1215  Wilbraham  Road 

Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 

email:  kmckittrick@law.wnec.edu 
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Development  Campaign 


miui 


Alumni 

GENEROSITY 

Sets  Inspiring 
Example 


By  Keith  McKittrick 


Gary  Thomas  76 


Todd  Spillane  '88 


T 


he  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations  Office,  as  the  Law  Alumni  Relations  Office  is  now  ioiown,  is  heading  down  the 
home  stretch  for  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  which  ends  June  30,  2004.  School  of  Law  alumni  have  been  generous  once  again  this 
year  with  our  participation  rate  at  10  percent  as  of  press  time.  We  still  need  918  number  of  alumni  to  make  their  gifts  to  the 
School  of  Law  by  the  end  of  June  to  reach  our  goal  of  25  percent  participation.  If  you  have  already  done  so,  thank  you.  If  not, 
please  do — your  support  is  important! 
Two  individuals  have  stepped  forward  this  year  and  given  the  School  of  Law  a  real  boost.  Gary  Thomas,  Class  of  1976,  and  Todd 
Spillane,  Class  of  1988,  have  made  gifts  of  $25,000  and  $50,000  respectively.  The  gifts  are  some  of  the  largest  made  by  living  alumni  of  the 
School  of  Law  and  are  beginning  to  set  the  tone  for  the  future  of  fundraising  at  the  School. 

Mr.  Thomas  is  the  founder  and  CEO  of  The  Wealth  Technology  Group  in  West  Springfield,  MA,  is  the  chair  of  the  College's  Planned 
Giving  Group  arid  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  Alumni  Association.  His  gift  will  be  used  to  upgrade 
the  technology  in  a  classroom. 

Mr.  Spillane's  gift  is  from  his  family  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Virginia  L.  Spillane.  The  Jury  Room  will  be  named  in  her  honor. 
Mr.  Spillane  is  a  Chief  Compliance  Officer  at  AIG  Global  Investment  Group  in  Houston,  TX. 

There  are  many  other  opportunities  to  make  a  difference  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law.  For  more  information  about 
making  a  commitment  like  Gary  Thomas  or  Todd  Spillane,  contact  Keith  McKittrick,  assistant  dean,  director  of  Development  and  Law 
Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1523  or  email  Keith  at:  kmckittrick@law.wnec.edu. 


Alumni  Volunteers  Open  a  World  of  Opportunity 


Our  alumni  are  the  bridge  from  ttie  classroom  to  their  professions.  You  can  help  students  realize  their  potential  by  offer- 
ing mentoring,  networking,  or  employment  opportunities.  Let  your  success  today  help  open  doors  for  others  tomorrow. 


Name. 
Title  _ 


_Grad  Year 
.  Employer 


Address 


Yes,  please  contact  me  to  discuss  how 
I  can  assist  students  as: 

□  An  Alumni  Mentor 

□  An  Alumni  Contact  Files  Participant 

□  An  Alumni-in-Admissions  Volunteer 

□  An  Externship  Sponsor 

□  A  Chapter  Organizer 

□  A  Class  Agent 

□  A  Prospective  Employer 


Send  a  copy  of  this  form  to:  The  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations  Office,  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law,  1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Phone 


Email, 


For  details  on  these  opportunities,  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 
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Career  Services 


by  Maty  Mazzaferro 


Career  Services: 

A  Two-Way  Street  for  Law  Alumni 


Coming  or  going,  the  Office  of  Career  Services  is  a  lifelong  resource  for  our  alunnni,  wfiether  you 
are  seeking  new  job  opportunities  for  yourself  or  looking  to  hire  qualified  job  candidates  for  your 
firm  or  organization. 

Reciprocity  Agreements  Help  Broaden  Your  Search 

Capitalizing  on  reciprocity  agreements  with  over  50  law  schools  across  the  country,  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  can  connect  you  to  thousands  of  job  opportunities  or  candidates  in 
the  Northeast  and  beyond. 

Our  free  Alumni  Job  Bulletin  and  job  bulletin  exchange  agreements  with  other  schools  give  job 
seekers  and  prospective  employers  additional  opportunities  to  find  the  right  employment  match. 
Prospective  employers  can  complete  job  postings  online  through  the  Career  Services  webpage. 

Charlene  Allen,  assistant  dean  and  director  of  career  services,  encourages  our  alumni  to  contact 
her  office  by  phone  413-782-1416  or  visit  her  webpage  (www.law.wnec.edu/careerservices) 
frequently  for  the  latest  news  from  Career  Services. 


Massachusetts  Appeals  Court  Hears  Oral  Argument  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 


(I  to  r)  Honorable  Kent  Smith, 
Honorable  Charlotte  Perretta, 
and  Honorabe  Elspeth  Cypher 


First  Circuit  Sits 
at  Law  Center 


In  2003,  the  School  of  Law  was  honored  to  host  a  session 
of  the  U.S.  First  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  The  Panel  included 
(I  to  r)  the  Honorable  Michael  Boudin  (Chief  Judge),  Honor- 
able Jeffrey  Howard,  and  Honorable  Sandra  Lynch. 


The  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court 
heard  oral  argument  in  a  morning 
session  at  the  School  of  Law  on 
November  17,  2003. 

Honorable  Charlotte  Perretta 
(presiding).  Honorable  Kent  Smith, 
and  Honorable  Elspeth  Cypher  sat 
for  the  Court. 

The  Massachusetts  Appeals 
Court  typically  holds  session  twice 
a  year  at  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law.  Focusing 
on  regional  cases,  these  so-called 


"hot  bench"  proceedings,  in  which 
judges  may  ask  attorneys  ques- 
tions during  oral  presentations, 
allow  our  students  to  witness  the 
court  in  action. 

All  students  of  the  School  of 
Law,  including  first-year  students, 
are  encouraged  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions. Observing  this  court  in  ses- 
sion has  proved  to  be  a  beneficial 
educational  tool  to  assist  students 
who  may  someday  argue  a  case 
before  the  Court. 
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by  Professor  Arthur  D.  Wolf,  Director 


Institute  for  Legislative 
and  Governmental  Affairs 
Fall  Term  2003 


The  Legislative  Institute  hosted  three  major  events  during 
the  fall  of  2003,  in  addition  to  a  series  of  Continuing  Legal 
Education  seminars.  The  three  principal  programs  included 
the  first  mayoral  debate  for  the  City  of  Springfield,  the  Eighth  Annual 
Supreme  Court  Review  Conference,  and  a  legislative  hearing  of  the 
Special  House  Subcommittee  on  Court  Funding  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature.  The  programs  enjoyed  widespread  support  composed  of 
audiences  that  included  students,  faculty,  alumni/ae,  members  of  the 
bench  and  bar,  civic  leaders,  and  the  general  public. 

state  Senator  Linda  Melconian  makes  a  point  to  Springfield  Attorney  Charles  Ryan.  Ryan  won  the  November  2003  election. 


Mayoral  Debate 

The  first  mayoral  debate  between 
Attorney  Charles  Ryan  and  Senator 
Linda  Melconian,  D-Agawam,  MA, 
occurred  on  October  1,  2003.  Tele- 
vised live  by  WGBY  (PBS  station), 
members  of  the  press,  representing 
the  print  and  broadcast  media,  as  well 
as  Western  New  England  Professor 
William  Mandel.  served  as  panelists 
putting  questions  to  the  candidates. 
Members  of  the  student  body  also 
asked  the  candidates  questions  the 
public  submitted,  which  produced 
lively  and  informative  exchanges. 


Institute  for  Legislative  and  Governmental  Affairs 


Rep.  Gale  D.  Candaras  '83 


Special  House 
Subcommittee 
on  Court  Funding 

^  Last  fall  the  Institute  also  hosted  a  legisla- 

,       ^^^^H  tive  hearing  of  the  Special  House  Subcom- 
^*  ^H^^^l   mittee  on  Court  Funding.  In  July  2003, 
Speaker  of  the  House  Thomas  M.  Finneran 
appointed  Representative  Gale  D.  Candaras 
'83  (12th  Hampden  District),  Division 

 Leader,  as  the  chair  of  the  Subcommittee  to 

examine:  (1)  the  fiscal  practices  and  policies  of  the  judiciary  to  allocate, 
manage,  and  spend  appropriations;  (2)  the  process  to  develop,  create, 
and  administer  the  budget  for  the  judiciary;  and  (3)  the  practice  and  poli- 
cies for  the  implementation  of  technology,  including  planning,  usage, 
and  spending. 

The  Subcommittee  is  expected  to  present  recommendations  on  court 
funding  to  the  full  House  during  the  debate  over  the  Fiscal  Year  2005 
budget.  The  Subcommittee  members  are  Rep.  Candaras  (chair);  House 
chair  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  Rep.  Eugene  O'Flaherty; 
House  Majority  Leader  Rep.  Salvatore  DiMasi;  and  Reps.  James  Leary, 
Colleen  Garry,  Joseph  Driscoll,  John  Quinn,  Harold  Naughton,  David  Tor- 
risi,  Scott  Brow/n,  Donald  Humason  Jr.,  and  Thomas  George. 


Supreme  Court  Review  Conference 

On  Saturday,  October  18,  the  Institute  sponsored  the  Eighth  Annual  Supreme  Court 
Review  Conference.  Professors  Leora  Harpaz,  Arthur  Leavens,  Jennifer  Levi,  and  Art 
Wolf  (moderator)  discussed  the  principal  cases  the  Court  decided  during  its  October 
2002  term.  The  presentations  focused  on  decisions  involving  criminal  law,  First 
Amendment,  sexual  orientation,  affirmative  action,  immigration,  and  federalism.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  program,  the  four  professors  explored  the  recent  trends  in  the 
Supreme  Court. 


(l-r)  Professors  Harpaz,  Leavens,  Levi,  and  Wolf 


Continuing  Legal  Education  Programs 


The  Legislative  Institute,  The  Development  and  Law 
Alumni  Relations  Office,  and  the  Massachusetts  Bar 
Association,  together  with  the  four  western  county  bars, 
sponsored  four  continuing  legal  education  programs 
with  special  rates  for  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  graduates  and  students.  The  first  seminar, 
"How  to  Handle  a  Residential  Real  Estate  Closing, " 
presented  a  comprehensive,  step-by-step  discussion  of 
the  law  and  practice  of  conducting  a  residential  real  estate  closing. 

Our  expert  panel  guided  the  participants  from  the  offer/acceptance  and  "Pur- 
chase and  Sale"  agreement  through  the  actual  closing,  offering  practical  advice 
at  each  step.  We  were  privileged  to  have  a  distinguished  panel  composed  of 
Attorney  Dennis  R  Powers  '82,  program  chair  and  past  president  of  the  Hamp- 
den County  Bar,  Attorney  Daniel  M.  Rothschild,  and  Dean  Arthur  R.  Gaudio. 

On  November  4,  2003,  we  hosted  the  "Second  Annual 
Western  Massachusetts  Recent  Developments  in  Bankruptcy 
Law."  Our  expert  panel  of  bankruptcy  judges  and  practitioners 
provided  an  update  on  recent  developments  and  hot  issues  in 
the  bankruptcy  field,  including  automatic  stays,  non-discharge- 
ability,  disqualification  through  debtor's  conduct,  dischargeabil- 
ity of  divorce  property  settlements,  and  electronic  filing  in  the 
bankruptcy  court.  Our  distinguished  faculty  included:  Attorney 
Jonathan  R.  Goldsmith,  program  chair;  Hon.  Joan  N.  Feeney, 


chief  bankruptcy  judge,  U.S.  Bankruptcy  Court;  Hon.  Henry  J.  Boroff,  U.S.  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  (Worcester);  Attorney  Lisa  Van  Gordon  d'Errico;  Attorney  Jack  E. 
Houghton  Jr.;  Attorney  Jerry  P  Katz;  and  Attorney  Michael  B.  Katz. 

The  third  CLE  program,  "Elder  Law  Basics,"  examined 
the  basic  rules  of  Medicaid  eligibility,  strategies  to  preserve 
assets,  ways  to  protect  the  primary  residence  from  Medic- 
aid liens,  and  alternative  long-term  care  and  housing 
options.  Our  distinguished  faculty  was  lead  by  Attorney 
Hyman  G.  Darling  '76,  the  program  chair.  Attorney  Carol  C. 
Klyman  '96  of  Springfield  and  Attorney  Michael  J. 
Williamson  from  Northampton  joined  Chairman  Darling  on  the  panel. 

The  fourth  and  final  CLE  program  for  the  fall  addressed  consumer  litigation 
under  Chapter  93A  and  Chapter  176D  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 
The  program  was  designed  to  teach  the  latest  techniques  for  litigating  civil 
actions  arising  under  these  two  statutory  provisions.  Designed  for  both  plaintiff 
and  defense  attorneys,  our  panel  of  experts  provided  an  overview  of  the  most 
recent  developments  in  the  law  and  offered  practice  tips  and  pointers  to  help 
develop  litigation  skills  in  the  context  of  93A  and  176D.  Our  exemplary  panel 
included  Attorney  Mark  J.  Albano,  program  chair;  the  Honorable  Kenneth  P. 
Neiman,  magistrate  judge,  U.S.  District  Court,  Springfield;  Attorney  Paul  S. 
Weinberg:  and  Attorney  David  W.  White-Lief.  ♦ 
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Alumni  Profile 


A  ROAD  WELL-TRAVELED: 

Keeping  Up  with  Luis  Roberto  Vera  Jr. 


In  1989,  32-year-old  Luis  Roberto  Vera  Jr.  packed  his  wife,  three  children,  and 
their  belongings  into  their  car  and  headed  east  from  San  Antonio,  Texas,  to 
Springfield,  Massachusetts.  Thirty-six  hours  later,  the  Vera  family  was  in  the 
School  of  Law  parking  lot,  and  Luis  was  ready  to  embark  on  his  next  journey — 
three-years  of  law  school. 


"I  discovered  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  at  a  Southwest 
recruiting  conference,"  said  Luis,  who 
completed  his  undergraduate  and  gradu- 
ate studies  in  political  studies  from  St. 
Mary's  University  in  Texas.  "I  picked  up 
an  application,  sent  it,  and  then  received  a 
call  from  the  director  of  admissions  who 
invited  me  for  an  interview.  What  made 
Western  New  England  College  special  was 
the  personal  attention  I  received.  I  didn't 
know  anyone  or  where  I  would  live,  and 
they  made  sure  1  found  a  place  to  live." 

In  the  12  years  since  graduating  from 
the  School  of  Law,  Luis  has  worked  for 
one  of  the  largest  law  firms  in  Texas, 
incorporated  his  own  private  practice, 
helped  draft  an  immigration  reform  bill, 
challenged  the  federal  government  in  a 
voting  rights  case,  and  met  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  on  three  sepa- 
rate occasions  on  behalf  of  the  League  of 
United  Latin  American  Citizens  (LULAC), 
the  oldest  and  largest  Hispanic  civil  rights 
organization  in  the  country. 

He  is  also  a  member  of  the  adjunct 
faculty  at  St.  Mary's  University,  where  he 
teaches  constitutional  law,  American  gov- 
ernment, and  Texas  government.  His 
community  involvements  include  being  a 
member  of  the  University  Health  System 
Board  of  Managers  since  1995  and  a  stint 
on  the  Child  Welfare  Board  of  Bexar 


County.  Luis  is  currently  a  board  member 
for  San  Antonio  AirLife,  Community  First 
Health  Plans,  and  the  University  Health 
System  Pension  Plan  Board  of  Trustees. 

"I've  been  blessed — I've  done  a  lot  of 
things,"  Luis  stated  simply. 

Even  before  his  May  1992  graduation, 
where  he  was  presented  with  the  presti- 
gious Dean's  Award,  Luis  took  and  passed 
the  Texas  state  bar  in  February  of  that 
year  and  had  a  job  waiting  for  him  in  his 
native  San  Antonio. 

"I  knew  I  would  pass  the  bar,"  Luis 
said.  "Not  one  single  time  when  I  was  a 
student  at  the  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege School  of  Law  did  a  professor  make 
me  feel  like  I  wasn't  going  to  pass  the  first 
time.  It  was  a  very  positive  experience." 

To  this  day,  Luis  remains  an  attorney 
of  counsel  for  that  first  large  firm  that 
hired  him,  in  addition  to  his  responsibili- 
ties to  his  own  private  practice  (which 
employs  fellow  alum  Adelfo  Garcia  '96  as 
an  associate)  and  as  general  counsel  for 
LULAC,  for  which  he  is  fighting  to  secure 
voting  rights  for  Latin  Americans. 

In  Sessions  v.  Perry,  LULAC  sued  the 
state  of  Texas  and  Gov.  Rick  Perry  in  fed- 
eral court  making  the  claim  that  the 
newly  drawn  state  voting  districts  illegally 
diluted  the  ability  of  Hispanics  and  other 
minorities  to  elect  candidates  that  will 
represent  their  interests  in  Congress, 


violating  the  federal  Voting  Rights  Act. 

"There  is  unquestionably  diminution 
and  regression  of  Latino  voting  strength 
in  three  specific  (areas)  of  the  state  under 
this  newly  drawn  map,"  Luis  said.  "It's  a 
deliberate  attempt  to  disenfranchise  the 
Latino  vote." 

The  Texas  Senate  and  House  authors 
of  the  redrawn  map,  which  Perry  signed 
into  law,  say  they  have  increased  minority 
voting  power  by  creating  two  new  con- 
gressional districts.  A  three-member 
judicial  panel  that  heard  the  case  agreed 
in  a  two  to  one  vote  against  LULAC. 

Luis  has  appealed  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  which  is  now  reviewing  the  case. 

Among  his  myriad  accomplishments 
and  responsibilities,  one  of  Luis'  proudest 
moments,  both  personally  and  profession- 
ally, came  in  lanuary  2002  when  he 
helped  raise  $4  million  for  the  National 
Diabetic  Institute  and  was  awarded  for  his 
remarkable  efforts. 

"I'm  diabetic,  and  I've  been  very  sick. 
So  this  hit  home,"  he  said. 

Luis  has  been  offered  public  appoint- 
ments by  both  the  governor's  office  in 
Texas  and  the  White  House,  but  he  has  no 
interest  in  becoming  embroiled  in 
bureaucracy.  Instead,  he  prefers  to  remain 
in  the  trenches,  keeping  his  hand  in  local 
endeavors  and  getting  to  know  the  people 
for  whom  he  fights.  ♦ 
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ALUMNI    NEWS  ByMaryMazzafen-o 


STAY  CONNECTED  THROUGH 

THE  ALUMNI 

WEBSITE 


With  the  launch  of  the  School  of  Law's 
new  website  last  summer,  we  are  continuing 
to  enhance  its  content  to  provide  a  host  of 
valuable  information  for  our  alumni. 

On  the  Alumni  webpage  located  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni  you  will  find  cur- 
rent news  and  recent  issues  of  Perspectives 
and  the  Law  Digest.  We  also  provide  a  listing 
of  the  benefits  and  services  that  are  extended 
to  our  alumni,  including  free  use  of  the  Law 
Library  and  of  the  College's  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center.  The  Alumni  Directory  provides 
access  to  classmates  and  alumni  practicing 
around  the  globe.  The  site  also  provides  infor- 
mation about  becoming  involved  with  the 
Alumni  Association  and  opportunities  for  giv- 
ing back  to  the  School. 

We  encourage  you  to  explore  other  areas 
of  the  School's  webpage.  Our  homepage 
includes  news  about  the  School  including  list- 
ings up  upcoming  CLEs,  lectures,  and  events. 
Choose  "Current  Students"  on  the  menu  and 
you  can  learn  about  student  organizations  and 
download  copies  of  Lex  Brevis. 

Don't  forget  to  provide  us  with  your  cur- 
rent email  address  so  that  you  can  receive 
our  monthly  e-newsletter. 


Alumni  FINDER 


Students  and 
Alumni  Enjoy 

Annual  Diversity  Gathering 

Holyoke,  MA,  October  21,  2003 

First-year  students  enjoyed  an  inspiring  evening  when  they 
gathered  with  upperclassmen,  alumni,  President  Anthony  Caprio, 
Dean  Arthur  Gaudio,  and  faculty  at  the  Fourth  Annual  Dinner 
for  Students  and  Alumni  of  Color  held  at  the  Log  Cabin  in 
Holyoke,  MA,  on  October  21,  2003.  The  dinner  offers  students  an 
opportunity  to  meet  with  graduates  who  have  realized  successful 
careers  across  a  broad  spectrum  of  legal  practice.  Alumnus 
Johnathan  Elliot  '85  served  as  the  keynote  speaker  while  Kevin 
Williams,  president  of  the  Multicultural  Law  Student's  Associa- 
tion, spoke  on  behalf  of  the  students. 


Ever  need  to  refer  a  client  or  ask  for  advice? 
Help  is  only  a  mouse  click  away! 

The  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Office  wants  you  to  use  ALUMNI 
FINDER  on  our  website  at  www.wnec.edu.  Go  to  "Alumni"  and  choose 
"Law  Alumni"  and  then  "Alumni  Finder"  from  the  Alumni  page. 

This  tool  allows  you  to  search  by  practice  or  geographical  area  and  by 
name.  You  will  have  access  to  the  business  information  of  the 
alumna/us  in  question  as  well  as  their  email  address.  If  you  do  not 
find  what  you  are  looking  for  please  email  Carol  Thompson  at 
cthompson@law.wnec.edu  or  call  her  at  413-782- 13 11. 

Please  note  that  this  feature  does  not  allow  you  to  update  your  information,  but 
there  is  a  link  to  the  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations  Office  where  you  can  send 
your  information. 


Alumni  News 


W  'SS       i  i 

«*  ■ 

Basketball  Tourney 
Heads  to  Court 


A  LONGSTANDING  WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND  COLLEGE  SCHOOL  OF  LAW  TRADITION,  the  25th  AlHIUal 

School  of  Law  Basketball  Tournament,  was  held  at  the  Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center  February  13-15,  2004. 

Since  1978,  the  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  Student  Bar  Association  has  hosted  an  Invitational 
Law  School  Basketball  Tournament  for  law  schools  throughout  the  East.  With  its  location  in  Springfield,  the  birthplace 
of  basketball  and  home  of  the  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame,  the  School  of  Law  is  the  ideal  site  to  host  this  welcome  escape 
from  the  classroom  and  the  courtroom. 

Schools  represented  included  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  (two  teams)  UCONN  (two  teams), 
Albany,  Quinnipiac,  and  a  Quinnipiac  alumni  team. 

Quinnipiac  alumni  won  the  tournament  for  the  second  year  in  a  row. 


Faculty/Alumni  BOOK  GROUP 
Separates  Fact  From  Fiction 


\i you're  not  content  to  leave  debate  at  the 
office,  come  join  ttie  Faculty/Alumni  Bool< 
Group  and  discuss  books  witti  a  legal  theme 
over  light  refreshments. 

During  the  2003-04  academic  year  the 
School  of  Law  launched  the  Faculty/Alumni 
Book  Group.  The  group  meets  once  a 


month  during  the  school  year  in  the  faculty 
lounge  to  discuss  books  touching  on  the 
law  or  public  policy  These  casual  gather- 
ings offer  an  enjoyable  way  to  catch  up  with 
friends,  meet  new  people,  and  exercise  your 
mind  outside  of  the  office  or  courtroom. 


To  learn  about  upcoming  meetings  and 
books  to  be  discussed,  visit  us  at  the 
alumni  webpage  afwww.law.wnec.edu 
or  contact  Professor  Eric  Gouvin  at 
413-782-1431  or  by  email  at 
egouvin@law.wnec.edu.  We  look 
forward  to  seeing  you  there. 
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ALUMNI    NEWS  ByMaryMazzaferro 


Alumni  Reconnect  Through  Regional 

receptions 

Through  our  growing  reception  program,  alumni  practicing  far  from  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center  are  reconnecting  with  classmates  and  faculty  while  forging  bonds  with  other  alums 
whom  they  discovered  are  practicing  in  their  own  backyards. 

This  fall  and  winter,  Dean  Arthur  Gaudio  and  members  of  the  law  faculty  met  up  with 
many  alumni  on  the  East  Coast  through  regional  receptions  and  gathered  with  alums  at  our 
gala  reunion. 


Reunion  2003 

Naismith  Memorial  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame 
October  18,  2003 

ON  OCTOBER  18, 2003,  alumni  from  classes  graduating  in  years  ending  with  a  "3" 
or  an  "8,"  returned  to  Springfield  for  a  Class  Reunion,  The  day  began  with  the  8th 
Annual  Supreme  Court  Review,  to  which  all  alums  were  invited.  In  the  afternoon 
alums  were  invited  to  tour  the  campus  during  Homecoming  Weekend  and  see  all 
the  changes  taking  place  at  the  College  and  the  School  of  Law. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  was  a  dinner  at  Max's  Tavern,  located  at  the  Naismith 
Memorial  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame.  More  than  80  alums,  faculty,  and  guests  were 
in  attendance.  Attendees  were  invited  to  tour  the  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame  and 
enjoyed  a  wonderful  reception  and  dinner  with  former  classmates  and  faculty. 

"The  Basketball  Hall  of  Fame  is  really  spectacular  and  a  great  setting  for  the 
Reunion.  With  everyone's  busy  schedules,  it  was  a  nice  opportunity  to  reconnect 
with  classmates  from  the  part-time  evening  program  and  the  professors,"  com- 
mented Jeanne  Dolan-Cavanna  '98,  a  systems  consultant  for  CIGNA  HealthCare. 


Alumni  and  faculty  reminisce  at  the  2003  Reunion 


SPECriVES 


Alumni  News 


Springfield  area  alumni  and  faculty  enjoy  a  January  29  reception  at  the  Colony  Club,  (photo  left)  Assistant  Dean  for  Law  Student  Affairs  Nancy  Sykes  '89  with  Jeffrey  Morneau  '98 
(photo  middle  l-r)  Francis  Johnson-South  '96,  Professor  Eric  Gouvin,  and  Leona  Ittleman  '77  (photo  right)  William  T.  Bailey  '01  with  Yvonne  Pesce  '00. 


WASHINGTON,  DC 

Petits  Plats,  October  23,  2003 

WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND  COLLEGE 
SCHOOL  OF  LAW  was  well  represented  at  the 
nation's  capital  when  Dean  Gaudio  brought 
Associate  Dean  Eric  Gouvin  and  Assistant 
Dean  Keith  McKittrick  along  with  Professors 
Jamison  Colburn,  Leora  Harpaz,  and  Kather- 
ine  Van  Tassel  to  town  to  nnix  and  mingle 
with  20  Washington  alumni.  Alfred  Campos 
of  the  Class  of  '98  says,  "Alumni  receptions 
are  an  excellent  way  to  connect  with  alums  in 
your  area.  It's  a  good  networking  opportunity, 
particularly  for  alums  who  want  to  become 
active  in  the  Law  Alumni  Association  and 
remain  involved  with  what's  happening  at  the 
School." 


FRANKLIN/HAMPSHIRE  RECEPTION 
Chandler's  Restaurant,  Deerfield,  MA 
October  30,  2003 

CHANDLER'S  RESTAURANT  at  Deerfield's 
Yankee  Candle  Company  was  the  setting  for  a 
fall  gathering  of  law  alumni  representing 
Franklin  and  Hampshire  Counties.  Alums 
enjoyed  meeting  with  Dean  Gaudio,  recon- 
necting with  classmates,  and  reminiscing  with 
faculty  members  including  Peter  Adomeit,  Bill 


Baker,  Dick  Cole,  and  Eric  Gouvin. 
HARTFORD  AREA  LUNCHEON 
The  Hartford  Club,  November  19,  2003 

THE  ANNUAL  HARTFORD  LUNCHEON  is  a  pop- 
ular event  for  our  alumni  working  in  the  Nut- 
meg State.  More  than  40  alums  gathered  at  the 
Hartford  Club  with  Dean  Gaudio  and  the  Col- 
lege's Vice  President  for  Advancement  Beverly 
Dwight.  Members  of  the  faculty  and  administra- 
tion Dick  Cole,  John  Egnal,  Eric  Gouvin,  and 
Art  Leavens  also  attended. 

Alumnus  Richard  Fortier  '75  who  has 
retired  from  Travelers  Insurance,  but  remains 
active  in  law  through  volunteer  work  for  the 
American  Arbitration  Association  enjoyed  the 
reception.  He  said,  "Now  that  I've  retired,  I've 
been  speaking  with  Carol  Thompson  about 
ways  to  become  involved  with  the  School. 
The  reception  provides  an  opportunity  to  find 
out  directly  from  the  Dean  what  is  currently 
going  on.  And  it's  always  nice  to  see  familiar 
faces  and  meet  with  our  newer  graduates." 


ATLANTA  RECEPTION 

Atlanta  Marriott  Marquis,  January  5,  2004 

DEAN  GAUDIO  BEGAN  THE  NEW  YEAR  with 
a  breakfast  reception  with  our  alums  in 
Atlanta.  The  small  gathering  included  Seth 
Litman  '94,  Charles  MacPhaul  '84,  Margaret 
Talbot-Bedard  '84,  and  Thomas  Steinmetz 
'86.  They  enjoyed  starting  their  day  hearing 
news  about  the  School  from  Dean  Gaudio 
and  faculty  members  including  Dick  Cole, 
Eric  Gouvin,  Hanson  Guest,  Bruce  Miller,  and 
Sam  Stonefield. 


SPRINGFIELD  RECEPTION 

The  Colony  Club,  January  29,  2004 

Nearly  80  alums  came  out  for  the  annual 
Springfield  Reception.  At  the  event.  Dr. 
Anthony  Caprio,  president  of  the  College, 
shared  with  the  audience  his  goals  for  con- 
tinuing to  elevate  the  quality  of  the  educa- 
tional experience  provided  by  the  College  and 
School  of  Law  through  a  strategic  capital 
campaign.  Among  the  campaign's  goals  is 
the  expansion  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake  Law 
Center.  Dr.  Caprio  urged  guests  to  support 
the  School  of  Law  as  it  moves  into  a  new  era 
of  growth. 


SAVE 

THEQ^TE 

2004  REUNION 
October  30,  2004 


Did  you  graduate  in  a  year  ending  in  tlie  number  "4"  or  "9"? 
Your  Reunion  is  just  around  ttie  corner. 

This  year's  reunion  has  been  set  for  October  30,  2004.  If  you  graduated  in  a  year 
ending  in  a  "4"  or  a  "9,"  watch  our  website  (www.law.wnec.edu/alumni)  for  details. 
Information  and  registration  forms  will  be  mailed  in  July. 

Make  your  reunion  a  night  to  remember.  Join  your  class  reunion  committee  by 
contacting  Carol  Thompson  in  the  Office  of  Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations, 
at:  Telephone:  413-782-1311,  Fax:  413-796-2067,  Email:  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 


SPRING  2004 


♦  33 


ALUMNI  NEWS 


By  Mary  Mazzaferro 


First-Year 

MENTORING 

PROGRAM 

Rings  in  New  Year 

Rain,  sleet,  and  snow  did  not  deter  alumni  and  friends  of  the 
School  from  attending  the  2004  kick-off  of  the  First- Year 
Mentoring  Program  on  January  22.  Now  in  its  third  year,  the 
program  continues  to  draw  alumni  and  area  practitioners  eager 
to  volunteer  their  time  to  mentor  first-year  students.  More  than 
30  local  attorneys  and  alumni  attended  the  first  meeting  with 
their  mentees.  Charlene  Allen,  Assistant  Dean  and  Director  of 
Career  Services,  and  Beth  Cohen,  Director  of  the  Legal  Resource 
and  Writing  Program  organized  the  program  kickoff.  This  year, 
says  Allen,  "each  mentor  was  assigned  to  three  students." 

Welcoming  the  group.  Dean  Gaudio  said,  "Before  there  were 
law  schools,  students  learned  by  reading  law  under  the 
tutelage  and  sponsorship  of  a  practicing  attorney.  In  addition 
to  a  legal  education,  the  students  received  mentoring.  This 
program  supplies  that  part  of  a  legal  education  that  was 
missing.  Mentors  supply  answers  that  professors  can't." 

Maureen  Walsh  '91,  president  of  the  Hampshire  County  Bar 
Association,  which  cohosted  the  event,  said,  "I'm  new  to  the 
Program  this  year  and  welcomed  an  opportunity  to  reconnect 
and  become  more  involved  in  the  School.  I  see  the  Program 
as  important  for  two  reasons:  it  allows  students  to  learn  from 
experienced  lawyers,  and  it  provides  the  mentors  with  an 
opportunity  to  shape  careers." 

To  learn  more  about  the  First-Year  Mentoring  Program, 
call  Charlene  Allen,  assistant  dean  and  director  of  Career 
Services,  at  413-782-1416. 


Photos  left:  (top)  Michelle  Bugbee  '00,  (middle)  Gail  Turner  00, 
(bottom)  Christoptier  Cava  '89 

Photos  right:  (top)  Gregory  Galenek  01 ,  (middle)  Maureen  Walsh  '91 , 
(bottom)  Lori  Granat-Dupell  01  with  Richard  Kneeland  01  and  Assistant  Dean 
for  Law  Student  Affairs  Nancy  Sykes  '89 
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PERSPECTIVES 


Alumni  News 


Alumni  Board  Activities 


The  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law  Alumni  Association  met  the  first  weekend 
in  October,  2003.  The  group  worked  diligently 
on  Friday  night  and  began  early  on  Saturday 
morning,  ending  the  two  sessions  with  three 
objectives:  to  improve  the  communications 
with  alumni,  to  establish  a  class  agent  pro- 
gram, and  to  develop  chapters  in  the  areas 
that  have  the  largest  populations  of  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  alumni. 

At  press  time,  there  were  25  class  agents 
representing  21  class  years  (for  a  list  of 
Class  Agents  see  the  Alumni  webpage  at 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni).  These  alumni  are 


assisting  the  Development  and  Law  Alumni 
Relations  Office  in  outreach  to  alumni.  They 
are  individuals  who  are  willing  to  contact  their 
classmates  and  encourage  them  to  attend 
events  and  participate  in  School  of  Law  pro- 
grams. It  is  our  hope  that  we  will  be  able  to 
expand  the  Alumni  Notes  section  of  Perspec- 
tives with  the  information  that  the  Class 
Agents  garner  from  their  classmates. 

If  you  would  like  to  become  a  Class  Agent 
or  a  volunteer,  please  contact  Keith  M. 
McKittrick,  assistant  dean,  director  of 
Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations 
at  413-782-1523. 


2004-2005  Law  Alumni  Board 


2005  President: 

Marty  Martin  77 

2005  Treasurer: 

Gary  Thomas  '76 

2005  Cleric 

Raymond  C.  Casella  '98 


2005  Directors: 

Richard  Kneeland  '01 
Natalie  Holick  '98 
Peter  Steingraber  '84 
Michele  Morris  '01 
William  Holick  '98 
James  Baker  '89 


2006  Directors: 

Maurice  Caston-Powe  '01 
Martha  Uribe  '01 
Darlene  Gerry  '84 
Julian  Tynes  '97 
Michael  Blanchard  '97 

Student  Member 

Kelley  Cooper  Miller  2L 
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ALUMNI  NOTES 


Spring  2004 


mi 


Robert  Kubicek,  retired  senior  partner  of  Apple- 
ton,  Rice  &  Mitchell  of  Springfield,  NC,  was 
elected  a  commissioner  of  the  Regional  Medical 
Authority  and  a  trustee  of  the  Beaufort  County 
Hospital  in  North  Carolina. 


Honorable  Ann  M.  Gibbons,  retired  district 
judge,  was  recognized  by  the  St.  Thomas  More 
Society  of  Catholic  Lawyers  and  Judges  at  their 
annual  Red  Mass  for  her  dedication  to  a  high 
standard  of  moral  excellence  in  the  legal  system, 
as  well  her  caring  for  those  in  the  community. 


m 

Jody  Haller  Drake, 

partner  at  Sughrue 
Moin  PLLC,  was 
named  one  of  the 
top  trademark  attor- 
neys in  Washington, 
DC  by  Legal  Times, 
in  its  2003  "Leading 
Lawyers"  series. 


1982 


Robert  Katz  has  joined  the  firm  of  Levy  & 
Droney  in  Hartford,  CT,  where  he  limits  his  prac- 
tice on  areas  of  domestic  relations  law.  Attorney 
Katz  was  appointed  by  the  Superior  Court  as  a 
special  master  for  the  Family  Courts  of  Hartford 
and  New  Britain,  and  the  Regional  Custody  Court 
in  Middletown,  CT. 

John  R.  Logan  has  merged  his  law  office  with  col- 
league Al  Mencuccini  and  relocated  to  East  Main 
Street  in  Torrington  CT. 


Where  Are  They  Now? 
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Anthony  F.  Simone  has  been  elected  the  new 
town  manager  for  Winchester,  NH. 
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Robert  V.  Lally  recently  testified  before  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Finance  on  Corporate  Tax  Shelters 
reporting  on  the  present  lack  of  ethical  standards 
in  large  accounting  and  law  firms.  Attorney  Lally 
continues  to  practice  in  his  firm  of  Federman, 
Lally  &  Remis  in  Farmington,  CT. 


Bill  Fallon  i  rii;lu  i  a  partner  with  Fallon,  Sullivan, 
Dunphy  &  Mulvaney,  with  his  two  sons,  Ed  and 
Connor,  at  the  Patriots/Indianapolis  AFC  Champi- 
onship game  at  Gillette  Stadium  in  Foxboro  on  Jan- 
uary 18,  2004.  Ed  is  a  sophomore  at  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Engineering. 


Ellen  Teller  '83 

Title:  Director  of  Government  Affairs 

Place  of  employment:  Food  Research  &  Action  Center 
(FRAC),  nonprofit,  domestic  anti-fiunger  organization 
focusing  on  the  food  and  nutritional  needs  of  low- 
income  children  and  families. 

I  make  my  home  in:  "Potomac.  MD  (suburb  right  out- 
side Washington,  DC)  with  my  husband,  Marty,  (not 
an  attorney  cardiologist),  and  my  three  children. 
Eliza  (16).  Doug  (13),  and  Alison  (10)." 

What  I  enjoy  most  about  being  an  attorney:  "As  an 

attorney/lobbyist  for  an  anti-hunger  organization  I  have 
the  opportunity  to  Influence  the  federal  government  on 
decisions  that  could  potentially  Impact  the  nutritional 
needs  of  millions  of  low-Income  children  and  families. 
The  best  part  about  being  an  attorney  is  that  each  of  us 
has  the  ability  to  write  our  own  ticket— we  can  take  our 


legal  education  and  training  and  choose  a  career  path 
that  best  suits  us  politically  and  socially " 

Most  memorable  case  in  which  I  have  been  Involved: 

"When  I  worked  at  the  Center  for  Science  In  the  Public 
Interest  (CSPl)  we  worked  on  a  case  (years  ago)  that 
would  have  required  the  Federal  government  to  put 
Ingredient  labels  on  beer  wine,  and  distilled  spirits.  The 
case  got  so  protracted  In  litigation,  that  we  switched  to 
a  lobbying  strategy  and  got  the  federal  government  to 
change  the  laws  sooner  than  the  courts  could  have 
ever  decided  the  case.  I  have  been  hooked  on  lobbying 
as  an  avenue  for  social  change  ever  since!" 

I  am  proud  to  call  myself  an  aluma  because: 

"There  Is  a  wonderful  network  of  Western  New  England 
College  law  alums  here  In  Washington.  DC,  and  we 
have  begun  our  own  tittle  chapter  l[/lany  of  us  have 
worked  together  on  different  legislation,  and  I  sit  on 
some  boards  with  my  alumni.  With  the  AALS  meetings 
here  In  DC.  we  get  a  chance  to  visit  with  our  professors 
and  the  deans  often. " 

Best  Law  School  memory:  "My  study  group.  We 
would  sit  In  Alice  Zaft's  house  In  front  of  the  fire  and 
study  over  wonderful  homemade  soups.  Alice,  Laura 
Fredericks,  and  Ron  Waldman  (all  of  the  Class  of  1983) 
got  me  through  a  lot!" 
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Philmore  H.  Colburn  II  '91 

Title:  Partner 

Place  ol  employment:  Cantor  Colburn  LLP  with  offices 
in  Bloomfield,  CT  and  Troy,  Ml. 

I  make  my  liome  in:  Longmeadow,  MA 

What  I  enjoy  most  about  being  an  attorney:  "/  enjoy 
assisting  clients  In  their  businesses.  As  a  patent 
attorney  I  believe  that  I  add  value  to  my  clients' 
businesses  In  protecting  their  innovations.  I  work  In 


Where  Are  They  Now? 


many  areas  of  technology  and  derive  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  from  my  practice,  which  combines 
technology  and  the  law. " 

Most  memorable  case  in  which  I  have  been  involved: 

"/  have  worked  on  many  matters  for  some 
of  the  largest  companies  in  the  world.  However 
the  one  matter  I  find  most  memorable  Is  a  patent 
I  obtained  for  an  individual  early  in  my  career 
The  patent  relates  to  a  gear  assembly  that  the 
inventor  claims  generates  more  energy  than  it  uses. 
That  certainly  would  be  something. " 

What  I  value  most  about  my  law  education:  "A  legal 
education  teaches  you  to  approach  client's  situations 
from  a  very  analytical  point  of  view.  This  perspective 
has  been  extremely  valuable  In  counseling  clients  in  a 
broad  range  of  situations. " 

I  am  proud  to  call  myself  an  alumnus  because:  "/ 

deal  with  alumni  everyday  as  several  of  them  are  attorneys 
at  Cantor  Colburn  LLP  I  am  always  impressed  by  their 
abilities  and  work  ethic  This  makes  me  proud  to  be  an 
alumnus  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law. " 
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Edward  Roy  has  been  named  manager  of  Rhode 
Island's  new  Federal  Defender's  Office. 

Andrew  G.  Russell  has  joined  the  faculty  at 
Central  Connecticut  State  University  in  the 
School  of  Arts  &  Sciences,  teaching  in  the  Crim- 
inology and  Criminal  Justice  Departments. 


Attorney  Cahoone  is  a  coauthor  of  The  Living 
Trust  Workbook  (Viking-Penguin,  2001)  and 
coeditor  of  Strictly  Business  (Quantum  Press, 
2002).  His  practice  focuses  on  estate,  charitable, 
tax,  and  business  planning.  David  and  his  wife. 
Donna,  reside  in  Sarasota  with  their  two  chil- 
dren, Sarah  Jayne  and  Samantha  Emily. 


ms 

Marshall  A.  Caggiano  has  been  promoted  to 
colonel  in  the  United  States  Air  Force  Judge 
Advocate  Generals'  Corps,  and  is  currently  the 
director  of  Environmental  and  Real  Estate  Law 
for  the  Air  Force  Material  Command. 

David  K.  Cahoone  practices  in  Sarasota,  FL, 
where  he  is  a  partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Esperti 
Peterson  &  Cahoone.  For  seven  years,  he  has 
taught  a  comprehensive  program  on  estate  and 
wealth  strategies  planning  for  high-net-worth 
clients  to  groups  of  attorneys,  insurance  profes- 
sionals, accountants,  and  financial  advisors. 


Scott  Cupp  is  now  at  the  State  Attorney's  Office, 
20th  Judicial  Circuit  in  Fort  Myers,  FL,  where  he 
is  chief  of  felony  for  the  Lee  County  office. 
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Frederick  R  Korkosz  has  joined  the  law  offices 
of  Alice  K.  Berke  in  Albany  NY. 


Ann  M.  Courtney  is  entering  her  third  year  as  a 
commissioner  with  the  ABA  Commission  on 
Women  in  the  Profession  and  has  been  reap- 
pointed as  the  Maine  State  Bar  Association's 
representative  in  the  ABA  House  of  Delegates. 

Paul  Peter  Jesep  has  had  several  books  pub- 
lished since  graduation.  He  has  been  ordained 
an  Eastern  Orthodox  priest  and  recently  conse- 
crated an  auxiliary  bishop. 

Mary  Beth  Ogulewicz-Sacco  has  become  a 
member  of  the  Westfield  School  Committee 
after  serving  for  more  than  twelve  years  as  an 
assistant  district  attorney  in  the  Hampden 
County  District  Attorney's  Office. 
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Gia  Schioppo  Calistro  is  an  associate  attorney 
at  the  Pellegrino  Law  Firm  in  New  Haven,  CT, 
and  also  serves  as  president  of  All  About  Baby  & 
Child  magazine. 

Gary  M.  Hogan  has  joined  the  Franklin,  RI  law 
firm  of  Gilmore,  Rees,  Carlson  8c  Cataldo,  P.C. 
as  a  partner. 

m 

Ellen  S.  Conlin  has  been  named  assistant  vice 
president  in  law  for  The  Hartford  Life  Insurance 
Company.  She  resides  in  Longmeadow,  MA, 
with  her  husband,  Michael,  and  son,  Jake. 

mi 

Lane  Bucklan  and  Debbie  Byer  Bucklan  '93  are 

pleased  to  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Cooper  Barton  Bucklan,  born  August  13,  2003. 
Cooper  joins  his  big  sister,  Emma,  at  home.  Lane 
is  general  counsel  at  Iridian  Asset  Management  in 
Westport,  CT. 


SPRING  2004 


ALUMNI  NOTES 


Spring  2004 


William  E.  Culton  and  his  wife,  Lisa,  are  happy 
to  announce  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Jack 
Bennett  Culton,  born  August  28,  2003. 

Nancy  Fournier  has  been  named  assistant  prin- 
cipal at  the  Ware  Middle  School  in  Ware,  MA. 
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Jacklyn  Connly  has  been  appointed  as  the  new 
acting  clerk  magistrate  at  Northampton  District 
Court.  She  resides  in  Northampton  with  her 
husband,  Glenn  Connly,  and  their  two  children, 
Garrett  and  Anna. 

Tuesday  L.  Cooper,  former  assistant  professor 
and  faculty  chairman  in  the  School  of  Human 
Services  at  Springfield  College,  has  been  named 
associate  dean  of  the  School  of  Education/ 
Professional  Studies  and  Graduated  Division 
at  Eastern  Connecticut  State  University. 
Ms.  Cooper  has  also  coauthored  the  book 
Diversity  on  Campus  with  David  Schuman  and 
Carolyn  Pillow. 

Mark  H.  Middlen  and  Lauren  A.  Dienes- 
Middlen  '95  welcome  their  first  child,  Rebecca 
Cecilia  Middlen,  born  August  28,  2003.  Mark  is 
an  associate  at  the  firm  of  Willinger,  Willinger  & 
Bucci  in  Bridgeport  and  Lauren  is  senior  counsel 
of  Intellectual  Property  at  World  Wrestling  Enter- 
tainment, inc.  in  Stamford.  They  reside  in  Stam- 
ford, CT. 

Major  Michael  Mori,  a  marine  and  military 
trial  lawyer,  has  been  assigned  to  represent  an 
Australian  citizen  who  has  been  detained  in 
Guatanamo  Bay. 

Timothy  E.  Welsh,  of  the  law  firm  of  Gozzi, 
Paladino  &  Welsh  of  Old  Saybrook,  CT,  has 
earned  the  title  of  Board  Certified  Workers' 
Compensation  Specialist  in  Connecticut. 
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Lauren  A.  Dienes-Middlen  and  Mark  H.  Mid- 
dlen '94  welcome  their  first  child,  Rebecca  CeciUa 
Middlen,  born  August  28,  2003.  Mark  is  an 
associate  at  the  firm  of  Willinger,  Willinger  & 
Bucci  in  Bridgeport  and  Lauren  is  senior  counsel 
of  Intellectual  Property  at  World  Wrestling  Enter- 
tainment, Inc.  in  Stamford.  They  reside  in  Stam- 
ford, CT 

Carole  Hamilton  was  recently  promoted  to 
director  of  Southwestern  Oregon  Public 
Defender  Services  in  Coos  Bay,  OR. 

lohn  Newson  has  been  elected  to  serve  on  the 
Norwich  City  Council,  in  Norwich,  CT. 


ms 


Allan  W.  Blair  is  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Economic  Development  Council 
of  Western  Massachusetts  and  serves  on  the 
advisory  board  of  the  Boston  newspaper. 
Banker  &  Tradesman. 
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Stephen  J.  Angell  is  the  managing  partner  at 
Dougherty  &  Angell,  LLP  in  Providence,  RI, 
where  his  practice  focuses  on  civil  litigation, 
government  relation,  and  lobbying.  He  is  also 
chairman  and  CEO  of  a  quasi-public  corpora- 
tion RI-UST  Review  Board  that  funds  the  clean- 
up of  leaking  underground  petroleum  storage 
tanks.  RI-UST  was  recognized  by  the  Environ- 
mental Protection  Agency  with  the  "State  Fund 
Success  Award  for  Best  Financial  Achievement" 
at  the  twelfth  annual  State  Fund  Administrators 
Conference  held  in  Duluth,  MN,  in  )une  2003. 
Attorney  Angell  has  also  just  finished  a  year  as 
the  chairman  of  the  Cranston  Financial  Review 
Board,  which  was  set  up  to  advise  the  city  of 
Cranston,  RI,  concerning  its  financial  condition. 

Holly  L.  Lewis  and  Alan  A.  Kosmider  were  mar- 
ried in  a  garden  ceremony  in  Southwick,  MA. 

Stephen  F.  Sutton  has  been  named  a  partner  in 
the  law  firm  of  Kahan,  Kerensky  &l  Capossela, 
LLP,  located  in  Vernon,  CT.  He  practices  in  the 
area  of  taxation,  business,  and  estate  planning. 
He  resides  in  Vernon  with  his  wife,  Jennifer, 
son,  Stephen,  and  daughter,  Carolyn. 


Michael  J.  Richard  and  Katelyn  Hnatow  were 
married  in  2000.  They  are  pleased  to  announce 
the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Emily  Ann  Richard, 
born  September  4,  2003.  Following  law  school 
graduation,  Michael  went  on  to  American 
International  College  and  will  receive  his  Mas- 
ters in  Education  this  May.  Currently,  he  is 
teaching  social  studies  at  Belchertown  High 
School,  in  Belchertown,  MA. 


Christine  Valerio 
Butler  and  Nicholas 
Butler  were  married 
September  14,  2003  in 
Marlborough,  MA. 
Christine  is  employed 
at  the  firm  of  Lustig 
Glaser  &  Wilson  in 
Newton,  MA. 


Kelly  A.  Reagan  and  Mark  Kupiec  were  married 
in  May  2002,  and  welcomed  their  first  child, 
Kaitlyn  Grace,  on  September  5,  2003.  Kelly  is  a 
practicing  attorney  and  personnel  director  for 
the  city  of  Pittsfield,  MA. 

Laura  Agnes  Ryan  was  awarded,  by  Law  6- 
Politics  magazine,  as  one  of  this  year's  Rising 
Stars  in  Minnesota.  This  award  goes  to  young, 
industrious,  and  prolifically  talented  lawyers 
in  Minnesota. 

Alicia  Henry  Walsh  has  been  appointed  to  the 
Massachusetts  Sex  Offender  Registry  Board.  She 
served  as  acting  chairwoman  of  the  board,  and 
was  an  assistant  chief  of  staff  under  former 
Gov.  A.  Paul  Cellucci.  She  was  director  of  policy 
in  the  Executive  Office  of  Public  Safety  and  is  a 
former  assistant  clerk  magistrate  in  Berkshire 
District  Court. 
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Christopher  J.  Plaisted  was  appointed  chief  of 
criminal  law  and  special  assistant  United  States 
Attorney  for  the  U.S.  Army's  Redstone  Arsenal 
in  Huntsville,  AL. 
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Russell  R.  Fontaine  has  become  an  associate  at  the  law  firm  of 
Fein,  Pearson  &  tmond  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Laura  Rossi  announces  the  birth  of  her  son,  Jesse  John  Bar- 
row, born  June  27,  2003. 


Lori  Granat-Dupell,  and  hus- 
band, Peter,  are  proud  to 
announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Jenna  Elyse,  who 
weighed  8.7  pounds  and  was  21 
inches  long.  Born  during  a 
snowstorm  on  December  7, 
2003,  Jenna  has  been  nicknamed 
"Snow  White."  A  graduate  of 
the  class  of  2001,  Lori  is  in  solo 
practice  in  Southbridge,  MA. 


Richard  T.  Kneeland  has  been  pro- 
moted to  worldwide  assistant  general 
counsel  for  Allegro  MicroSystems, 
Inc.  located  in  Worcester,  MA.  In  May 
of  2003,  he  also  received  an  award  from 
the  Worcester  County  Bar  Association 
and  the  Volunteer  Lawyer  Service  for 
his  pro  bono  work  in  employment  law. 
Attorney  Kneeland  also  serves  on  the 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law  Alumni  Association  Board. 
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Kathleen  H.  Dittus  has  joined  the  elder  law  firm  of  Klein  and 
Klein  in  Kingston,  NY. 

Thomas  E.  Sullivan  has  joined  the  law  firm  of  Graziano, 
Heaney  &  Small  in  Milford,  MA. 


Wendall  Avery  is  the  building  inspector  and  zoning  enforce- 
ment officer  for  the  town  of  Stafford,  CT. 

Karen  Cote,  currently  employed  by  the  federal  government, 
has  also  been  a  contributing  writer  to  the  Western  Massachu- 
setts Law  Tribune. 


Linda  J.  Moye  is  doing  contracted 
legal  work  with  two  attorneys  in 
Hampden  and  Hampshire  County. 
Ms.  Moye  is  providing  research  and 
writing  in  the  areas  of  mental  health 
law,  family  law,  medical  malpractice, 
and  various  civil  matters. 


Timothy  P.  O'Leary  has  joined  his  father,  Sean  E.  O'Leary  '75, 
at  the  O'Leary  Law  Office  in  Springfield,  MA. 


The  magazine  has  received  notice  of  the  deaths  of  the 
following  members  of  the  Law  School  family. 


Jeanne  M.  Bassett  '83  passed  away  November  1,  2003.  She  is  survived  by 
her  daughter,  Elisabeth  Bassett  of  Framingham,  MA;  her  son,  James  Bas- 
sett of  New  York  City;  her  sister,  Susan  MacDonald  of  Belmont,  MA;  and 
her  brother,  Robert  MacDonald  of  Upper  St.  Claire,  PA. 

Thomas  J.  CahiU  '63  passed  away  September  26,  2003.  Survivors  include 
his  wife,  Dolores  Lemay  Cahill;  three  sons,  Sean  CahiU  and  Kevin  Cahill, 
both  from  San  Diego,  and  Bryan  Cahill  of  Los  Angeles;  a  daughter.  Colleen 
Ray  of  Temecla,  CA;  and  a  sister,  Claire  Kelly  of  St.  Paul,  MN. 

George  A.  Hellquist  '84  passed  away  October  27,  2003.  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Nancy,  three  daughters;  Karen  Carpenter  of  Granville,  MA;  Lisa  Gore  of 
Longmeadow,  MA;  and  Christine  Impoco  of  Southwick,  MA. 

Paul  V.  loanis  '95  passed  away  December  27,  2003.  He  leaves  his  mother, 
Jo-ann  Ferrero  Joanis,  and  his  sister,  Rene  Burke,  both  of  Wethersfield,  CT. 

Raymond  E  LaBine  '62  passed  away  November  7,  2003.  He  leaves  two  sons, 
Gary  A.  LaBine  of  Edinboro,  PA;  and  Gregory  F.  LaBine  of  Franklin,  MA; 
and  two  sisters,  Elizabeth  Schwartz  of  Brattleboro,  VT,  and  Mary  Rose  Gar- 
ber  of  East  Longmeadow,  MA. 

Thomas  W.  Mochnick  '80  passed  away  July  9,  2003.  He  is  survived  by  his 
mother,  Kathryn  Mochnick;  two  daughters,  Alexis  M.  Scheidel  of  Colch- 
ester, CT,  and  Kristin  Mochnick  of  Los  Angeles,  CA;  a  brother,  Kenneth 
Mochnick  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  sister,  Kathleen  Downs  also  of  Pennsyl- 


Harold  A.  Murphy  '40  passed  away  October  30,  2003.  He  leaves  his 
wife,  Christina,  and  three  children;  Harold  W.  Murphy  of  Longmeadow, 
MA;  and  daughters  Ann  M.  Murphy  and  Cynthia  L.  Murphy  both  of 
Westfield,  MA.  He  was  predeceased  by  his  son,  Brian  J.  Murphy,  who 
died  in  the  September  11,  2001  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Center.  He 
also  leaves  his  sister.  Marguerite  A.  Murphy  of  Westfield,  MA. 

Kimberly  L  Zewski  '84  passed  away  July  30,  2003.  She  is  survived  by  her 
parents,  Bruce  Powell  of  Palm  Coast,  FL;  and  Velma  Powell  of  Fort  Laud- 
erdale, FL.  She  also  leaves  her  husband,  Michael  A.  Zewski;  three  daughters, 
Jacqueline  A.  Zewski,  Jocelyn  N.  Zewski,  and  Jessica  Zewski,  all  at  home;  a 
brother,  Douglas  C.  Powell  of  Feasterville,  PA;  and  her  sister,  Lori  J.  PoweU 
of  Buffalo,  NY. 


Send  your  Alumni  Notes  to:  Carol  Thompson, 

Development  and  Law  Alumni  Relations, 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  MA  01119  2 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu 
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Alumni  Benefits  and  Services 


As  an  alumnus/a  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law, 
the  following  benefits  and  services  are  available  to  you: 


Networking  with  Ottier  Alums 

Networking  opportunities  for  alumni  include  the  Alumni 
Receptions  hosted  by  the  School  of  Law  at  various 
locations  around  the  country,  reunions,  the  Dinner  for 
Students  and  Alums  of  Color,  and  the  Faculty/Alumni 
Book  Discussion  Group, 

The  Law  alumni  Association  is  branching  out  and  would 
like  your  support  and  ideas  in  expanding  our  alumni 
chapters.  We  are  currently  in  the  process  of  forming 
chapters  in  Florida:  Washington,  DC;  Boston;  and 
Springfield.  To  participate,  please  contact  the  Office 
of  Law  Alumni  Relations  at  413-782-1311. 


The  Alumni  Healthful 
Living  Center  (AHLC) 

Law  alumni  are  welcome  to  use  the 
world-class  facilities  of  the  AHLC 
free  of  charge.  Popular  amenities 
include  the  fitness  center,  pool,  and 
track.  For  details,  call  413-782-1518 


Alumni  Association  ID  Card 

The  Alumni  Association  ID  provides  access  to  campus 
resources  including  the  Law  Library  and  the  Alumni 
Healthful  Living  Center.  For  details,  call  413-782-1311 
or  email  cthompson@law.wnec.edu. 

Transcript  Requests 

Academic  transcripts  are  ordered  through  the  Student 
Administrative  Services  Office.  Law  transcripts  are 
issued  by  the  Student  Records  Office  in  the  School 
of  Law.  There  is  no  charge  for  this  service.  For  more 
Information,  call  the  Student  Records  Office  at  413- 
782-1403  or  visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


Replacing  a  Diploma 

If  your  diploma  is  lost  or  damaged, 
you  can  replace  it  by  calling 
Student  Administrative  Services 
at  800-325-1122  ext.  2080. 
(A  $30  service  fee  is  required.) 


Liberty  Mutual 

Insurance  Discounts 

As  a  graduate  of  Western  New 
England  College,  you  may  qualify 
for  a  special  group  discount*  on 
your  auto,  home,  and  renter's 
insurance  through  Group  Savings 
Plus  from  Liberty  Mutual.  For 
details,  tel.;  413-782-1311  or  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/alumni. 


Alumni  Finder  and 
Alumni  Website 

Use  our  website  to 
receive  news  from  the 
School,  access  library 
resources,  or  find 
other  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law 
alums  through  our  "Alumni  Finder" 
feature.  Visit  www.law.wnec.edu/alumni 


MBNA  Affinity  Credit  Card 

The  34,000  graduates  of  Western  New  England  College  offer  a  pow- 
erful buying  group  whose  combined  strength  has  enabled  the  Col- 
lege to  offer  enrollment  in  an  MBNA  affinity  credit  card.  For  every 
purchase  you  make  with  the  card  a  percentage  will  be  donated  to 
the  College.  For  details  call  the  Development  and  Alumni  Relations 
Office  at  413-782-1311. 


Career  Services 

Alumni  seeking  jobs  or  looking 
for  qualified  candidates  can  take 
advantage  of  the  free  lifelong  ser- 
vices available  through  the  Office 
of  Career  Services.  Through  reci- 
procity agreements  with  over  50 
law  schools  across  the  country, 
we  can  connect  you  to  thousands 
of  job  opportunities.  For  more 
information,  call  413-782-1417  or 
email  sbertagnolli@law.wnec.edu. 

Continuing  Legal 
Education  Programs 

Our  highly  successful  CLE 
Programs  have  covered  topics 
ranging  from  probating  an 
estate  to  trying  OUI  cases. 
All  Alums  get  a  discounted 
rate  of  $80.  For  details,  visit 
www.law.wnec.edu/public. 


The  Development  and  Law 
Alumni  Relations  Office  serves 
as  a  resource  to  our  members, 
committees  and  regional 
chapters.  Feel  free  to 
contact  Carol  Thompson  at 
413-782-1311  with  questions 
about  benefits,  events,  or 
volunteer  opportunities. 


Course  Auditing 

Courses  in  the  School  of 
Law  may  be  audited  on  a 
space-available  basis  with  the 
permission  of  the  Associate 
Dean  for  Academic  Affairs 
by  an  alumnus/a  who  has 
completed  the  J.D.  degree 
at  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law, 
For  details,  call 
413-782-1262  or  visit 
wmw.law.  wnec.edu/alumni. 


The  College  Bookstore 

There's  no  better  way  to 
proudly  display  your  law 
school  connection  than 
with  a  shirt  or  memento 
from  the  College  Bookstore. 
For  more  information,  call 
413-782-1284  or  visit 
www.wnec.bkstr.com. 


Alumni  Publications 

Alumni  of  the  School  of 
Law  receive  the  full-color 
Perspectives  magazine 
twice  a  year  and  the 
newsletter  Law  School 
Digest  three  times  a  year. 
The  monthly  Law  Sctiool 
Minute  is  an  email  newslet- 
ter designed  to  inform 
alumni  of  current  news. 


Learn  more  about  alumni  benefits  at: 


School  of  Law  Library 

Free  access  to  Western 
Massachusetts'  only  law 
library  is  an  outstanding  alumni 
resource.  For  hours  or  informa- 
tion, call  413-782-1457  or  visit 
the  School  of  Law  website  at 
http://wv™.law.  wnec.edu/library 


D'Amour  Library 

The  D'Amour  Library  serves 
as  a  valuable  resource  to 
alumni  undertaking  professional 
research  or  expanding  their 
personal  reading  enjoyment. 
Alumni  I.D.  card  required. 
Call  41 3-782-1 535  or  visit 
http://llbrarles.wnec.edu. 
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Western  New  England  College  is  committed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  equal  opportunity  in  education  and  employ- 
ment. The  College  docs  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of 
sex,  race,  color,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  religion,  sex- 
ual orientation,  veteran  status,  or  disability  in  admission 
to,  access  to,  treatment  in,  or  employment  in  its  pro- 
grams and  activities.  The  following  person  has  been 
designated  to  handle  inquiries  regarding  the  College's 
nondiscrimination  policies:  The  Director  of  Career  and 
Human  Resources,  Western  New  England  College.  1215 
Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield,  MA  01119-2684. 
Inquiries  concerning  the  application  of  nondiscrimina- 
tion policies  may  also  be  referred  to  the  Regional  Direc- 
tor, Office  for  Civil  Rights,  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  J.W.  McCormack  P.O.C.H.,  Room  222, 
Boston  MA  0  2109-4557. 


UPCOMING  EVENTS  2004 


APRIL  2004  MAY  2004 

3  Law  Admissions  Open  House  -  First  6 

year  preview  10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

15        Dean's  Awards  Tea  -  Law  School  19 

Lobby  4:00  p.m. 

22         New  York  City  Area  Alumni  Reception  21 

-SkaddenArps  6:00  p.m.  22 
28         Mass  Bar  CLE  "Recent  Developments 

in  Family  Law"  4:30-7:00  p.m.  27 


Boston  Area  Alumni  Reception 
Robinson  &  Cale  6:00  p.m. 
Mass.  Bar  Dial-a-Lawyer  Event 
3:30-7:30  p.m. 

Parents'  Reception  4:00  p.m. 
Law  School  Commencement  - 
Symphony  Hall  9:30  a.m. 
Mass  Bar  Seminar  "How  to  Start 
and  Run  your  Practice" 
9:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 


JUNE  2004 

9  Planned  Giving  Seminar 
8:30a.m.-12:30  p.m. 

JULY  2004 

10  Boston  Red  Sox  Game  -  hosting 
Texas  -  Fenway  Park  7:00  p.m. 

AUGUST2004 

14        Tanglewood,  John  Williams  and  the 
Boston  Pops  8:00  p.m. 
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